
Matter 65  

Further suggested changes to be made to Policy G3 Metropolitan Open Land 

• Bold blue – new text   
• Blue strikethrough – deleted original plan text 
• Purple strikethrough – deleted minor suggested change text 
• Bold purple- reinstated original text 
• Red bold – Minor Suggested change 
• Red strike through – minor suggested change 
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Further suggested change 

 

M65.2 Policy G3 A Metropolitan Open Land (MOL) is afforded the 
same status and level of protection as Green Belt and 
should be protected from inappropriate development:  
1) MOL should be protected from inappropriate 
development in accordance with national planning 
policy tests that apply to the Green Belt. 
dDevelopment proposals that would harm MOL 
should be refused  
2) boroughs should work with partners to enhance 
the quality and range of uses of MOL.  
Moved. See below  
Moved. See below  
Moved. See below  
D AA The extension of MOL designations should be 
supported where appropriate. Boroughs should 
designate MOL by establishing that the land meets at 
least one of the following criteria:  

1) it contributes to the physical structure of 
London by being clearly distinguishable from 
the built-up area  

2) it includes open air facilities, especially for 
leisure, recreation, sport, the arts and cultural 
activities, which serve either the whole or 
significant parts of London 

3) it contains features or landscapes (historic, 
recreational, biodiverse) of either national or 
metropolitan value  

4) it forms part of a strategic corridor, node or a 
link in the network of green infrastructure and 
meets one of the above criteria.  

B AB Moved to AA 
C AC Any alterations to the boundary of MOL should 
be undertaken through the Local Plan process, in 
consultation with the Mayor and adjoining boroughs. 



MOL boundaries should only be changed in 
exceptional circumstances when this is fully 
evidenced and justified, ensuring that the overall 
quantum of MOL is not reduced, and that the overall 
value of the land designated as MOL is improved, 
having regard by reference to all each of the criteria 
in Part B.  
 

M65.3 

(supersedes 

further 

suggested 

change M65.1 

included in the 

Mayor’s M65 

statement) 

8.3.2 The principles of national Green Belt policy also apply to 

MOL. Metropolitan Open Land is afforded the same status 

and protection as Green Belt land. Any proposed changes 

to existing MOL boundaries which result in loss must be 

accompanied by thorough evidence which demonstrates 

that there are exceptional circumstances consistent with 

the requirements of national policy. as set out in the 

NPPF. The principle of land swaps could be applied to MOL 

where the resulting MOL meets at least one of the criteria 

set out in part D of this policy.  

 
 


