
 

 

London Plan Examination in Public 

Matter 65 Green Belt and Metropolitan Open Land 

Friends of the Earth (755) 

Would Policies G2 and G3 provide an effective strategic context for the preparation of local 
plans and neighbourhood plans? 

1. Green Belt has an important strategic role in the restoration and recovery of nature and 
ecosystems, which are in decline as evidenced by the 2011 UK National Ecosystem 
Assessment (http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/), by the 2013 and 2016 State of Nature reports 
(https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/stateofnature2016/), and by the UK biodiversity indicators 
(http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-4229). 

2. Policies G2 and G3 are helpful and unambiguous in their recognition of the purpose and role 
of Green Belt and MOL and for how any deficiencies can be addressed. Supporting text 
(paragraphs 8.2.1 and 8.2.2 for London’s Green Belt and 8.4.1 to 8.4.4 for MOL) sets out the 
multi-functional potential for Green Belt and MOL such as via improved public access and how 
improving any deficiencies can also support other London Plan aims. 

Are the policies and detailed criteria justified and necessary and would they provide an 
effective basis for development management?  

3. The policies and criteria are succinct and appear suitable for clarifying the role of both 
London’s Green Belt and its MOL, which is a London-specific designation. Clarity about the 
importance of Green Belt and MOL is necessary given the continued pressures they face and 
the increased focus on ecosystem services and the multi-functionality of land which they are 
able to fulfil. In particular, and given that almost half of London’s Green Belt and MOL is 
officially designated as being important for biodiversity, it is essential that the role and 
potential of Green Belt and MOL is recognised in London’s planning policy, and that the Mayor 
steps in to uphold these, where necessary. 

In particular: 

a) Is Policy G2 on London’s Green Belt consistent with national policy and, if not, is this 
justified? 

4. Policy G2 would appear to be in line with national policy which, like the Plan, also “attaches 
great importance to Green Belts” (NPPF, July 2018, paragraph 133, page 40), recognises their 
role in avoiding urban sprawl (paragraphs 133 and 134, page 40) and the general need to avoid 
boundary changes (paragraph 136, page 40) and to avoid “inappropriate development” 
(paragraph 143, page 41). 

b) Is the ‘swapping’ of Metropolitan Open Land (MOL) referred to in paragraph 8.3.2 and 
allowed for by Policy G3 AC justified?   

5. MOL is subject to ongoing pressure and speculation and we are concerned that this policy 
creates loopholes which risk further eroding MOL and its boundaries and its role in open space 
provision, nature conservation and more. If anything, more land should be designated as MOL. 
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Its value and purpose cannot secured if land swaps and boundary changes were to become 
commonplace. 

Do the other detailed criteria provide sufficient clarity about inappropriate development 
and how any boundary alterations should proceed? Should parts of the River Thames be 
designated as MOL? 

6. The River Thames, its banks, foreshore, salt marshes and intertidal zones are London’s 
largest natural feature and warrant greater consideration in planning as a wildlife corridor and 
heritage asset, for their role in recreation, leisure, education, and as a break for built 
development. As an entity, the well-being of the Thames’ numerous estuarine SPAs and SCAs 
can be affected by activities upstream within London.  

7. Even since the first London Plan the Thames has been encroached upon and much 
development has sought, but has not always respected, Thames-side locations, often closing 
or restricting public access, adding to hard surfacing, overshadowing the river, its banks and 
adjacent land, and restricting opportunities to soften boundaries. There is a case for the River 
Thames to be better protected from unsympathetic development especially where these 
encroach on the river. Given the pressures on the river and its banks, there should be a 
comprehensive assessment of the potential for the length of the river to be designated. 
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