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Proposed Amendments to Policy G5 Urban greening: 
 
B Boroughs should develop a Biodiversity Action Plan containing an Urban Greening Factor (UGF) to 
identify the appropriate amount of urban greening required in new developments. The UGF should 
be based on the factors set out in Table 8.2, but tailored to local circumstances. In the interim, tThe 
Mayor recommends a target score of 0.8 for developments that are predominately residential, a 
target score of 0.8 for predominately commercial, and a target score of 0.3 for predominately 
commercial industrial development. 
 
… 
 
Table 8.2 – Urban Greening Factors 

Surface Cover Type Factor 

Semi-natural vegetation (e.g. trees woodland, species flower-rich 
grassland) maintained or established created on site. 

1 

Wetland or open water (semi-natural; not chlorinated) maintained or 
established created on site. 

1 

Intensive green roof or vegetation over structure. Vegetated sections 
only. Substrate minimum settled depth of 150mm. 

0.8 0.7 

Standard trees planted in natural soils or in connected tree pits with a 
minimum soil volume equivalent to at least two thirds of the projected 
canopy area of the mature tree. 

0.8 

Extensive green roof with substrate of minimum settled depth of 80mm 
(or 60mm beneath vegetation blanket) – meets the requirements of GRO 
Code 2014C. 

0.7 0.6 

Flower-rich perennial planting. 0.7 

Rain gardens and other vegetated sustainable drainage elements. 0.7 

Hedges (line of mature shrubs one or two shrubs wide). 0.6 

Standard trees planted in pits with soil volumes less than two thirds of 
the projected canopy area of the mature tree. 

0.6 

Green wall –modular system or climbers rooted in soil. 0.6 0.5 

Groundcover planting. 0.5 

Amenity grassland (species-poor, regularly mown lawn). 0.4 

Extensive green roof of sedum mat or other lightweight systems that do 
not meet GRO Code 2014. 

0.3 

Water features (chlorinated) or unplanted detention basins. 0.2 

Permeable paving. 0.1 

Sealed surfaces (e.g. concrete, asphalt, waterproofing, stone). 0 

 
 

Proposed Amendments to Policy G6 Biodiversity and access to 
nature: 
 
A Green spaces should be protected, with the greatest protections given to Sites of Importance for 
Nature Conservation (SINCs) should be protected. 
B In developing Development Plan policies, boroughs should create a Biodiversity Action Plan 
setting out how they will: 



… 
6) take account of the All London Green Grid SPG, London Environment Strategy and green 
infrastructure challenge map. 
… 
C 3) seek appropriate compensation off-site based on equal or better biodiversity offsets, or other 
appropriate metric, within the distances specified in table 8.1. 
… 
D Development proposals should set out how they will take steps aim to secure net biodiversity 
gain and be informed by the best available ecological information which should be considered from 
the start of the development process. 
 

Proposed Amendments to Policy G7 Trees and woodlands: 
 
A London’s urban forest and woodlands should be protected, maintained and enhanced, and new 
trees and woodlands should be planted in appropriate locations in order to increase the extent of 
London’s urban forest – the area of London under the canopy of trees. 
… 
C Development proposals should ensure that, wherever possible, existing trees of value are 
retained. If planning permission is granted that necessitates the removal of trees, there should be 
adequate replacement based on the existing value of the benefits of the trees removed, determined 
by, for example, i-tree or CAVAT or other appropriate valuation system. The planting of additional 
trees should generally be included in new developments – particularly large-canopied species which 
provide a wider range of benefits because of the larger surface area of their canopy. 
 

Proposed Amendments to Policy G8 Food growing: 
 
A In Development Plans, boroughs should: 1) protect existing allotments and encourage provision of 
increased space for community gardening, including for food growing, within new developments or 
as a meanwhile use on vacant or under-utilised sites  
 

Proposed Amendments to Policy SI1 Improving air quality: 
 
A London’s air quality should be significantly improved, reaching legal limits for NO2 as soon as 
possible and WHO limits for PM2.5 by 2030, and exposure to poor air quality, especially for 
vulnerable people, should be reduced: 
… 
2a) all developments must demonstrate how that are taking steps to generate heat and electricity 
through low emissions sources, such as solar panels and heat pumps 
… 
3A) major all development proposals must be at least air quality neutral and major development 
proposals must be submitted with an Air Quality Assessment. 
4) development proposals must demonstrate how they will minimise and mitigate emissions from 
vehicle movements, plan to comply with the Non-Road Mobile Machinery Low Emission Zone and 
reduce emissions from the demolition and construction of buildings following best practice guidance 
 

Proposed Amendments to SI2 Minimising greenhouse gas 
emissions: 



A     Development and retrofit proposals of medium size and those referable to the Mayor should be 
net zero carbon in accordance with the UKGBC Whole Life carbon net zero definition. This means 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from materials, construction, and operation……. 

1) Be lean: use less energy and manage demand during materials, construction, and 
operation…… 

… 
DB:  Development and retrofit proposals of medium size and those referable to the mayor should 
calculate embodied and whole life-cycle carbon emissions through a nationally recognised Whole 
Life Cycle Carbon Assessment methodology (RICS Professional Statement- Whole Life Carbon 
Assessment for the built environment, 2017) and demonstrate actions taken to reduce embodied 
and life cycle carbon emissions at planning stage and at practical completion, in addition to the 35% 
requirements in policy SI2C and within the net zero carbon requirements in policy SI2A. 
… 
9.2.9A  

- Alter line 5 as follows: …,its embodied emissions (ie those associated with raw material 
extraction, manufacture, and transport of building materials, construction and 
maintenance, repair and replacement as well as dismantling, demolition and disposal) 
 

- Alter last 5 lines to match ‘DB’ above. 
… 
9.2.10.   

- Alter Item ‘k’ : for development proposals of medium size and those referable to the 
mayor. 

Proposed Amendments to SI3 Energy infrastructure: 

B Energy masterplans should be developed for medium-sized and referable development locations 
which establish the most effective energy supply options. Energy masterplans should must identify: 
… 
3) major heat supply plant including 4) possible opportunities to utilise heat from 
energy from waste plants 
5) secondary heat sources 
5A) opportunities to maximise renewable electricity generation and incorporate demand-side 
response measures. 
… 
11A) opportunities to maximise renewable electricity generation and incorporate demand-side 
response measures. 
C Development Plans should: 
… 
3) identify opportunities for connecting existing developments to new networks. 
4) maximise opportunities for renewable energy generation. 
D Major development proposals within Heat Network Priority Areas should have a communal low-
temperature heating system 
… 
f) use ultra-low NOx gas boilers. 
2) CHP and ultra-low NOx gas boiler communal or district heating systems should be designed to 
ensure that they meet the requirements of policy SI1 (A). 
… 
9.3.3 Developments should connect to existing heat networks, wherever feasible. Stimulating the 
delivery of new district heating infrastructure enables the opportunities that district heating can 
deliver to be maximised. The Mayor has identified Heat Network Priority Areas, which can be found 



on the London Heat Map website123. These identify where in London the heat density is sufficient 
for heat networks to provide a competitive solution for supplying heat to buildings and consumers. 
Data relating to new and expanded networks will be regularly captured and made publicly available. 
Major development proposals outside Heat Network Priority Areas should select a low-carbon zero 
carbon heating system that is appropriate to the heat demand of the development, provides a 
solution for managing peak demand and avoids high energy bills for occupants. 
… 
9.3.9 Demand for natural gas in London has been decreasing over the last few years, with a 25 per 
cent reduction since 2000. This trend is expected to continue due to improved efficiency and a move 
away from individual gas boilers. The Government’s forthcoming Future Homes Standard requires 
that, from 2025, no new homes will be gas heated. Alongside the continuing programme of 
replacing old metal gas mains (predominantly with plastic piping), local infrastructure improvements 
may be required to supply growth in Opportunity Areas and there may also be a requirement for the 
provision of new pressure reduction stations. These requirements should be identified in energy 
masterplans. 
 

Proposed Amendments to SI4 Managing heat risk: 

A Development proposals should minimise internal heat gain and the adverse impacts on of the 
urban heat island through design, layout, orientation, and materials and the incorporation of green 
infrastructure in accordance with policies G4 and G5. 
B Major development proposals should demonstrate through an energy strategy how they will 
reduce the potential for internal overheating and reliance on air conditioning systems through an 
efficient combination of measures in accordance with the following cooling hierarchy and the SPG 
on Sustainable Design and Construction: 
… 
4) provide sufficient passive ventilation to prevent dampness and cope with any level of 
occupation 
… 
 

Proposed Amendments to Policy SI5 Water infrastructure: 
 
Policy SI5 Water and wastewater infrastructure 
 
B Development Plans should promote improvements to water supply infrastructure to increase 
efficiency, reduce consumption, minimise wastage and ensure security of supply. This should be 
done in a timely, efficient and sustainable manner taking energy consumption into account. 
 
C Development proposals should: 
… 
3) be encouraged to incorporate measures such as smart metering, water saving and recycling 
measures, including retrofitting, and rainwater harvesting, to help to achieve lower water 
consumption rates and to maximise future-proofing. 
… 
E Development proposals should: 
1) seek to improve the water environment and ensure that adequate wastewater infrastructure 
capacity is provided 
2) be designed to ensure that take action to minimise the potential for misconnections between 
foul and surface water networks are eliminated and not easily created through future building 



alterations. 
… 
9.5.2 An important aspect of avoiding the most severe water restrictions is to ensure that leakage is 
reduced and water used as efficiently as possible. The Optional Requirement set out in part G of the 
Building Regulations should be applied across London. A fittings-based approach should be used to 
determine the water consumption of a development. This approach is transparent and compatible 
with developers’ procurement and the emerging Water Label, which Government and the water 
companies serving London are supporting. Developers should prioritise the selection of Water 
Label scheme products in the first instance, only using other products under exceptional 
circumstances. 

Proposed Amendments to Policy SI7 Reducing waste and 
supporting the circular economy: 

A 4) meeting or exceeding the recycling targets for each of the following waste 
streams and generating low-carbon energy in London from suitable remaining 
waste truly residual waste: 
… 
5) design developments with adequate and easily accessible storage space that supports the 
separate collection of dry recyclables (at least card and paper, metals and glass, and mixed plastics 
in separate streams) and food. 
… 
B Referable applications should promote circular economy outcomes and aim to be net 
zero-waste. A Circular Economy Statement should be submitted, to demonstrate: 
1) how developments will take steps to be net zero waste 
1 2) how all materials arising from demolition and remediation works will be re-used 
and/or recycled 
2 3) how the proposal’s design and construction will enable building materials, 
components and products to be disassembled and re-used at the end of their 
useful life 
3 4) opportunities for managing as much waste as possible on site 
4 5) adequate and easily accessible storage space to support recycling and re-use 
5 6) how much waste the proposal is expected to generate, and how and where the 
waste will be handled. 
… 
9.7.1 Waste is defined as anything that is discarded. A circular economy is one where materials, 
including CD&E waste, are retained in use at their highest value for as long as possible and are then 
re-used or recycled, leaving a minimum of residual waste and minimising the extraction of natural 
resources. London should move to a more circular economy as this will save resources, increase the 
resource efficiency of London’s businesses, and help to reduce carbon emissions. The successful 
implementation of circular economy principles will help to reduce the volume of waste that London 
produces and has to manage. 
 

Proposed Amendments to Policy SI8 Waste capacity and net waste 
self-sufficiency: 

C The following are particularly encouraged – development proposals which: 



1) deliver a range of complementary waste management and secondary material processing facilities 
on a single site 
2) support prolonged product life and production of secondary materials including repair, 
refurbishment and remanufacture 
3) contribute towards renewable energy generation, especially renewable gas technologies from 
organic/biomass waste 
4) provide combined heat and power and/or combined cooling heat and power 
5 4) contain proposals to effectively deal with CD&E waste on site and minimise export to landfill. 
… 
D Developments proposals for new waste sites or to increase the capacity of existing sites should be 
evaluated against the following criteria: 
1) local need, existing facilities and opportunities for cross Borough collaboration, in line with net 
self sufficiency policies 
1 2) the nature of the activity, its scale and location  
2 3) job creation and social value benefits including skills, training and apprenticeship opportunities 
3 4) achieving a positive carbon outcome (i.e. re-using and recycling high carbon content materials) 
resulting in significant greenhouse gas savings – facilities generating energy from waste will need to 
meet, or demonstrate that steps are in place to meet, a minimum performance of 400g of CO2 
equivalent per kilowatt hour of electricity produced that matches or is lower than grid carbon 
intensity 
4 5) the impact on amenity in surrounding areas (including but not limited to noise, odours, air 
quality and visual impact) - where a site is likely to produce significant air quality, dust or noise 
impacts, it should be fully enclosed 
5a) noise and dust impacts from the transportation of waste should be minimised and 
developments proposals should take steps to demonstrate how they are achieving this 
5 6) the transport and environmental impacts of all vehicle movements related to the proposal - the 
use of renewable fuels from waste sources and the use of rail and waterway networks to 
transport waste should be supported the use of rail and waterway networks should be prioritised 
followed by the use of road transportation using renewable fuels from waste sources only where 
necessary. 
 
 


