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Freight, Deliveries and Servicing 

  
M63. Would Policy T7, along with policies E4-E7, provide an effective 
strategic framework to ensure that suitable sites and infrastructure are 

provided for all types of freight, deliveries and servicing in an integrated 
and sustainable manner in all parts of London?  

 
In particular:  
a) are all of the requirements of Policy T7 necessary to address the 

strategic priorities of London, or  

 

b) do they extend to detailed matters that would be more appropriately 
dealt with through local plans or neighbourhood plans?  

 

Successive London Plans have proposed consolidation and distribution sites, 

even suggesting broad locations for their development, but nothing has 
happened. Policy E7 E maintains the tradition of proposing that such 

development should be supported, but without a more positive lead from the 
Mayor/London Plan, nothing is likely to happen. The draft New London Plan is 

less informative than the current and previous one.  
 
For example, the 2016 London Plan, para 2.82 says: 

 
“Innovations to make more effective use of land should be encouraged 

and there is particular need to develop consolidation centres and 
accommodate freight break bulk points more efficiently as a part of the 
freight hierarchy. It will be particularly important to secure and enhance 

strategic provision in west London, especially at Park Royal and near 
Heathrow; in east London, north and south of the Thames; in the Upper 

Lea Valley in north London and in the Purley Way/Beddington area to the 
south.” 

 

Specific proposals are needed for such locations, as well as real commitment and 
leadership for securing consolidation and distribution sites. 

 
 



In the current London Plan there is in Table 6.1 for transport schemes one for 
“Improved rail freight terminals to serve London”. It was due for completion by 

2016 and comment by the GLA would be appreciated at the EiP hearing on the 
status of that project and the outcome and benefits. 

 

The “Freight consolidation programme” in the draft NLP Table 10.1 has been 
operating since 2017 and an update on its achievement would also be of use. 

 

Another NLP transport scheme in Table 10.1 is “National Rail freight upgrades, 
especially to enable freight to bypass London”. That is a strategic aim in the current 

London Plan’s Policy 6.16 A but it has been omitted from NLP Policy T7 and 

should be included, as London Forum proposes below.   
 
The London Forum considers that the Policy T7 of London Plan needs to 

provide a more positive lead to promoting consolidation and distribution 
centres 

 
a) Yes – and more are required 
b) No – they provide a framework for them to use in their local plan – a 

simple test would be to look at what coverage is given to any of this in 
current local plans – most will be silent. Paragraph 10.7.2 is important. 

The London Plan must take the policy lead on freight to guide boroughs 
and to state intentions by the Mayor to reduce issues arising from freight 
movements. 

 
 

PROPOSALS: 
 
Restore the word ‘Freight’ to the name of the policy, removed by MSC. 

 
Add to Policy T7 a section: 

 
“The Mayor will work with all relevant partners to achieve the 

development of corridors to bypass London, especially for rail freight, 
to relieve congestion within London.” 
 

In particular, the West London Line needs a bypass, outside London. 
 

In Policy T7 B the words “is supported” at the end are meaningless as 
policy and should be replaced by “should be planned”. 
 

In Policy T7 C put at the end a sentence “This applies also to wharves as 
in paragraph 3.12.4A and Policy SI15.” 

 
The Transport for London’s ‘London Freight Plan Sustainable Freight 
Distribution, A Plan for London’, TfL 2007, mentioned in paragraph 2.82 

of the current London Plan, was researched and drafted over twelve 
years ago and should be updated, consulted upon and re-published. 
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