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Matter M59 
 

Offices 
 

Is Policy E1 justified and would it be effective in ensuring that identified needs for 
additional office floorspace are met in appropriate locations in accordance with 
national policy? In particular: 
 
a) Are the figures in Table 6.1 for projected office employment growth and office 
floorspace demand 2016-2041 in different parts of London justified? 
b) Would the locations identified in parts C and D have sufficient capacity and be 
likely to deliver the amount of additional floorspace required such that needs in all 
parts of London can be met? 
c) Are the “office guidelines” set out in Figure A1.4 justified, and is the way in which 
they are intended to be used in the implementation of part D2 clear? 
d) Would policies E1D4 and SD7A1 provide an effective approach for office 
development in town centres that are not identified as having potential for 
speculative and/or mixed use office development in Figure A1.4? 
e) Is the proposed use of Article 4 Directions set out in parts E and F clear and is it 
justified having regard to national policy, bearing in mind the minor suggested 
change to paragraph 6.1.6? 
f) How would Policy E1 affect the implementation of Policy GG4 “delivering the 
homes Londoners need”? 
g) Would policy E1(G) be effective in ensuring the availability of an adequate supply 
of low cost and affordable office space? 
 
 
Comment 
 
Bromley has concerns about whether modifications to the policy and its supporting 
text are justified and effective in directing additional office floorspace to appropriate 
locations. In particular, supporting text previously included in paragraph 6.2.6 of 
Policy E2 relates to evidence requirements for ‘business space’ alleged to be 
obsolete or surplus to requirements. It was believed that this was in the context of 
low-cost business space or areas where there is an identified shortage of low-cost 
space. Under modifications to the Draft London Plan, this text is now relocated to 
Policy E1 and clearly intended to apply to all office space. This comes into conflict 
with the strategy set out in Bromley’s Local Plan, whereby locations earmarked for 
continued strong office activity have been designated as Business Improvement 
Areas, with a policy that explicitly promotes new office uses and does not make 
allowance for a net loss of floorspace. In other office locations of lesser importance, 
a minimum marketing period of six months is identified. The proposed modifications 
are overly prescriptive and do not adequately allow for locally evidenced growth 
strategies. 
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