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EiP Secretariat 
GLA (Post Point 18) 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
London 
SE1 2AA 
 
Dear Ms Edwards, 
 

RE: EiP week 7 – M58 and M59 
 

On behalf of BEE Midtown, I am writing to you with regards to week 7 of the London Plan Examination in Public. 
BEE Midtown represents over 400 businesses across Holborn, Bloomsbury, Farringdon and Clerkenwell. Standing 
at over 157,000 individuals across 14,000 businesses, the BID is the third-highest employment area in London – la 
with it being larger then Victoria and London Bridge. A key commercial hub Midtown delivers £15,700,000 in GVA 
to the London economy, falling on par with the West End. 
 
Midtown believe that policies SD4 and SD5 would be effective in ensuring an appropriate mix of housing, offices 
and other developments within the central activities zone. As one of London’s biggest commercial hubs, we are 
keen to ensure that Midtown continues to attract businesses of a range of sizes to the area. Midtown has 
experienced 67% in business growth in recent years, with much of this growth being in micro and medium 
enterprises.  And according to our research, the rate of businesses moving to the area is set to continue growing.  
With the London Plan reflecting this ambition in policy E1 identifying targets of 59% growth within office 
employment within the Central Activity Zone (CAZ) this is an exciting opportunity for Midtown. However, in order 
to reach these ambitious target’s it will also require the boroughs, City Hall and the private sector to better 
prioritize commercial development in the future. Midtown is keen to support increased commercial floor space 
which reflects and supports our unique character.  
 
The BID has worked in conjunction with BDP Architects to track development space within the area. This has shown 
that there are a range of potential new office sites within the area, which have the potential to provide a total of 
almost £8m in Mayoral CIL funds. In order an increase in office space to be effectively delivered, we support the 
intensification of existing places through redeveloping and extending existing buildings are a key way in which the 
building of new office spaces can be stimulated in a more space efficient way.   
 
As demand for space increases in densely built up areas, we have also found more of our members refurbishing 
their buildings to better utilise or even increase the amount of desk space they can offer. Four local case studies 
of this type of refurbishment increased the amount of staff within EC1 by 600 as well adding £50 million of GVA 
to the local economy, demonstrating the positive impact which the relaxing of office development policies can 
have on encouraging business growth within the CAZ. 
 
Bearing in mind M59(g), Midtown understands the importance of having affordable workspaces available in order 
to encourage new, small businesses to establish themselves in the local area. However, in order for more SMEs to 
be able to afford workspaces in the CAZ, we must encourage the expansion and building of commercial space. As 
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such, in order for this policy to be effective, the London Plan must show a greater commitment to supporting 
further commercial planning applications. 

Midtown is in the middle of London’s central activity zone. It is surrounded by other districts with clusters of 
business excellence and areas of national cultural and leisure significance such as the British Museum at its heart. 
A major attractor for businesses is the access to these neighbouring clusters and amenities, while maintaining a 
diverse and accessible location in Midtown. Its popularity will only increase, as you note in policy HD4, with the 
introduction of Crossrail and Thameslink meaning that capacity on transport infrastructure and general public 
realm capacity improvements will need to be prioritised. With this in mind, in order for Midtown and other key 
clusters in the CAZ to thrive we would encourage those transport projects such as Holborn Station upgrade must 
be prioritised. At present, the high levels of congestion on the tube, heavy traffic and busy pavements will continue 
to be an issue for those who visit, live and work in the area. We would also encourage further support for boroughs 
to help enact these types of proposals themselves.   

Employment success should not be solely measured around the levels of office space. The ENTE makes up a key 
part of Midtown’s economic success and is partially driven by Midtown thriving as a base for businesses. In 2017, 
there were just over 2,400 businesses operating in Midtown’s night time economy – making it the third highest in 
London.  

However, whilst the sector has grown since 2012, comparative growth has fallen behind areas like Stratford and 
London Bridge. In order to ensure that the CAZ continues to thrive, there must also be support for the surrounding 
industries which allow it to flourish. The amenities which the CAZ offers are as crucial to its success as the sectors 
which base themselves there. With this in mind, Midtown encourage that as the Mayor further scrutinises over 
M59, the policy underpinning the CAZ be better consolidated with policy HC6 of the London Plan. 

Having conducted a range of social and economic studies of the Midtown area, we are keen to share our key 
learnings in order to promote best practice in similar areas across London. When the capital thrives, business 
thrives. As a BID, we want to collaborate with the Mayor to help ensure that London remains one of the best 
places to live, work and visit, in the world. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tass Mavrogordato 
 


