
Written Statement from Rooms of our Own on Matter 56  
 

1 
 

 

Chapter 5  Social Infrastructure 
 
Policy S6  Public Toilets 
 

MATTER 56 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
1. Rooms of our Own, together with many other toilet campaigners, would like to 

see a statutory obligation for local authorities to provide free, safe, accessible, 

clean public toilets 24/7. It is inadequate to rely on businesses to provide 
these. 

2. Lack of facilities leads to many people’s lives being unnecessarily restricted 

3. Lack of facilities leads to street urination and defecation 

4. Lack of facilities is off-putting to potential visitors 
5. RE 5.6.3. Planners are welcome to provide gender-neutral toilets should they 

wish. However it is vitally important that segregated toilets are also provided 

for women who face dangers where men are allowed to use the same facilities. 
Planners need to understand the difference between sex and gender. Sex is 

biological and cannot be changed. We make gender up … it changes all the 
time. Women are fearful of using toilets where men who self-identify as the 
opposite gender may be present. 

6. Planning requirements should also address the ongoing problem of women 

always having to queue for public toilets. The provision of an “equal number of 

stations” does not take account of women’s biology and social and cultural 
situation;https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/027753959580
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7. Unisex toilets should be provided for families with suitable nappy changing and 
children’s height basins. 

8. We welcome the recommendation for Changing Places toilets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M56. Would Policy S6, in relation to public toilets, address a strategic matter of 
London wide importance? 
 

a. If so, would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework 
for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation 
to the provision of public toilets? 

b. Would it be effective in ensuring the provision and future 
management of free publicly accessible toilets including ‘Changing 
Places’ toilets as part of development proposals outlined in parts A 
and B of that policy? 

c. In light of the community toilet scheme supported by many boroughs, 
would it be effective? 

 


