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These matters all link up with M50 and 51 in terms of  

• widening determinants of health 

• best use of buildings  

• public health outcomes 

• community engagement 

• co-terminus facilities 

• increased mental and physical health 

• educational and life achievement 
 

M54.  

Would Policy S4 address strategic matters of London wide importance relating to play and 
informal recreation?  
In particular:  London Plan Examination in Public 2018-2019: Panel Note No. 3 Matters & 
Participants (Sep 2018)  
a) Would Policy S4 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the preparation 
of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to play and informal space?  b) In light of 
the need for increased densities and differing local contexts, would requirements as set out 
at Policy S4B2 be justified, particularly a space standard per child for accessible on site play 
provision? Overall would it provide sufficient flexibility to reflect local circumstances?    

  

Safe and suitable sports and recreation facilities are intrinsic to public health and 
wellbeing – and thus intrinsic to the delivery of positive outcomes attached to the  
extended social determinants of health 
 
Where new facilities are to be designed or existing provision re-vamped this should be done 
in consultation with local communities – including schools. 
  
Often these facilities, including schools, are not used to the optimum and more work needs 
to be done to link up with schools and other out of hours provision such as out of school 
clubs and holiday playschemes  - including making use of childcare funding via tax 
credits/UC. 
 
Swimming pools should be promoted as widely as possible across all age groups.   
 
Too many pools are difficult to access for the disabled and work with local disability groups 
to solve this should be encouraged. More pools should have accessible steps rather than 
either a stepladder or a hoist.  
 
Young people are currently paying a terrible price for the loss of youth and play services 
-  from lost opportunities to explore their world in the freedom of play to the truly terrible 
knife crime trends which are sweeping London and now the rest of the country, access to 
these services has historically provided an alternative route to gang culture.   
 



The more investment that can be made in restoring these vital services the better – and 
innovative best practice funding and setting models need to be shared.  Community 
discussion and design, linking up with schools, sports clubs, football clubs, pools, community 
gardens and arts groups needs to be prioritised as a matter of urgency to maximise on 
existing facilities and identify how to expand on them.    Young entrepreneurs clubs are also 
a way forward – giving young people a sense of purpose beyond the usual school day.  
 
If done in the right way this will contribute substantively to the Healthy Streets initiative  
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