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MATTER 52 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE FACILITIES 

 

Inspector’s questions 

Health and Social Care Facilities  

  

M52.  Would Policy S2 provide an effective and justified approach to support the 

provision of health and social care facilities in London? In particular:  

a) Would Policy S2 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to the provision of 

health and social care facilities?  

b) Would it adequately provide for preventative health and social care to meet the 

aims of Policy GG3 ‘creating a healthy city’?   

 c) Would it provide effective and justified guidance on development management 

matters with appropriate flexibility to reflect local circumstances?  

d) Overall, would it meet the aims of Policy GG3DA, in respect of planning for 

appropriate health and care infrastructure?   

 

Selby Trust Response 

M52a) 

We agree that boroughs must work with CCGs, other NHS bodies and the 

community to identify health and social care needs we consider that this may not 

pick up all the health and social care requirements in spatial terms. 

Given the huge gaps in social care budgets and unmet needs of large parts of the 

community there are other community and voluntary support services that exist in 

communities and these should be protected. These voluntary community sector 

services has been increasingly seen as necessary since the Health and Social Care 

Act 2012. However, not all this provision is picked up by health commissioners and 

in certain ethnic groups who traditionally prefer to care for their families ageing or 

care needs themselves informal services often exist in those communities unseen by 

mainstream bodies. 

The Selby Centre provide services including support projects for people with HIV 

AIDS and other long term chronic conditions; advice and support for carers; a project 

for ex-offenders.  These are all delivered by the voluntary sector and none are 



regularly funded by the NHS or Local Authority.  However if space for these services 

was lost the services and support provided to the community would be at risk. 

We also provide a warm, safe, sociable building with a café space where local 

people can come to reduce their sense of isolation and also be signposted to other 

services they might need by our reception staff.  

We also have a sports hall and boxing club and these can be used by the 

community, providing safe, cheap spaces where they can exercise and potentially 

address their health issues. 

Many other community centres provide similar services, eg Community Links, 

Newham; The Green Man, Lewisham; Andover Community Centre, Islington; Maiden 

Lane Centre, Camden; Share Community, Wandsworth and these types of provision 

should be included in assessments of space for social care. 

WE would like to see the wording of the policy strengthened to acknowledge the role 

of voluntary sector provision and suggest the following amendment: 

A1) Identify and address local health and social care needs within 

Development Plans taking account of NHS Forward Planning documents and 

related commissioning and estate strategies, JSNA and Health and Wellbeing 

Strategies and Community and Voluntary Sector service provision 

requirements. 


