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Public Houses  

 
M50. Would Policy HC7 address detailed issues that would be more appropriately dealt with in 
local plans and neighbourhood plans?  
Would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the preparation of local 
plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to the protection of existing public houses and 
support for new public houses?  

 

London Forum strongly supports this policy, which provides the most comprehensive 

framework for protecting public houses to date. Despite the NPPF 2012 (paras 69/70), which 

deals specifically with both planning positively for the provision of community facilities, such as 

pubs, and guarding against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services, London 

boroughs seem to have struggled to prepare policies to both protect existing pubs and to 

promote new ones.  Indeed, it often appears that each borough is trying to reinvent the wheel! 

 

Many London boroughs have been failing to write a suitable set of policies for planning for pubs, 

whilst others have yet to adopt such a policy. Policy HC7 and the supporting text provides an 

effective strategic framework for preparing Development Plans for both protecting existing pubs 

and planning positively for provision of new pubs.  

 

This policy is essential, indeed urgently needed, given the continuing losses of pubs across 

London and the role they play in providing community hubs, meeting space and performance 

facilities to add to local cultural offers, as in paragraphs 7.7.3 and 7.7.4. 

 

In paragraph 7.7.4 London Forum supports the words added by the MSC for “replacement of 

existing pubs in redevelopment and regeneration schemes” and in paragraph 7.7.5 for 

“Boroughs should consider the listing of a pub as an ACV.”  

 

Paragraph 7.7.4, in dealing with new pubs, refers to the Agent of Change Principle in Policy D12. 

This principle, and the requirement for appropriate noise insulation for new housing near, 

adjacent or even above a pub, should be mentioned with regard to new housing developments 

close to pubs. 

 

PROPOSAL: Add to the end of Policy HC7 A 2) the words  

‘by ensuring that sound insulation in new pubs or in new housing nearby would be 

satisfactory.’ 
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