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M49. Would Policy HC6 provide an effective and justified approach to support the growth 

and diversification of London’s night time economy (NTE)? In particular:  

a) Is the definition of ‘strategic areas of night time activity’ as set out in table A1.1 

effective and justified?  

b) Does it strike the right balance between supporting the NTE and protecting the living 

conditions of residents and nearby uses in terms of anti-social behaviour, noise pollution, 

health and wellbeing and other issues?  

 

Response: 

As the policy stands at present there appears to be insufficient provisions for having 

joined up conversation between the different elements at London or Borough level to 

enable a night time economy to flourish without their being significant conflict between 

these different elements (local residents in Strategic areas, license holders, clientele of the 

different services on offer and everyday support services such as waste management, 

social services, etc.,)  

In the borough of Lambeth, for example, an under resourced  borough authority is having 

to make decisions around facilitating night time provisions that are new and which bring 

in new sources of income and the disturbances caused to existing communities through 

these provisions, solution to which might result in further expenditure or a loss in income. 

This appears to have not been well enough thought out at borough level between a wide 

enough range of stakeholders who are looking at the 24 hour implications of encouraging 

the night time activity part of that time period. 

Surely it would make sense for the borough to look at the strengths and weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats of it overall assets and liabilities and to make decisions on these 

in consultation with the respective stakeholder groups, as they have emerged, rather than 

simply to respond to a policy which in itself has not necessarily operating in a more 



holistic framework as ought to be indicated by sufficient attention to the Good Growth 

principles would suggest. 

If we are considering the entertainment and leisure needs of the local communities surely 

the night time economy should not negatively impact family life or the daytime economy 

disproportionately or be offered on the basis that Borough councils are likely to view it as 

an income earning opportunity exclusive to the balanced development of family 

entertainment and leisure needs during the daytime and evening and the holistic 

management of local assets, culture and creativity?  

There needs to be more direction given to the description ‘strategic areas of night-time 

activity’ which take into consideration the past and existing capacities of boroughs to 

managing competing resources and assets in a balanced way as well as to give more 

weight to other local and community groups and organisations to have more say in 

determining what constitutes a strategic area or strategic capability. 

One of the significant activities of the night-time concerns the provision of food, often 

times for workers whose per capita income might be precarious for a range of reasons. 

How can Borough Councils effectively manage a balanced approach to what is on offer 

during the day time with what is on offer at night? 

Many of the A5 License holders who have been identified as producing undesirably 

obesogenic foods (albeit without an adequately balanced representation of all the social 

factors that lead to poor well-being related to dietary intake) come into their own as 

purveyors of affordable night-time food outlets. 

How can there be a more balanced and nuanced approach to local food provision that is 

also healthy, sustainable and culturally appropriate for London’s vision of being a 24 hour 

city? 

What role in all of this can local food hubs, based upon increasing food growing activities 

distributed across the local population and the use of Creative Cultural Zones as collecting 

and processing centres have as part of the solution to ensuring  a solid support for a 24 

hour economy vision?  

Suggested changes are below: 

Policy HC6 Supporting the night-time economy 

A. Boroughs should develop a vision for the night-time economy, supporting its growth and 

diversification, in particular within strategic areas of night-time activity (see Table A1.1 and Figure 

7.7), building on the Mayor’s Vision for London as a 24-Hour City99A, based upon wide stakeholder 

consultation and SIA of the costs and balances for the 24 hour economy 

B In Development Plans, town centre strategies and planning decisions, boroughs should: 



1) promote the night-time economy, where appropriate, particularly in the Central Activities Zone, 

strategic areas of night-time activity, town centres, and where public transport such as the Night 

Tube and Night Buses are available, only where this does not seriously cause harm to the overall 

vision for a 24 hour economy and local and sustainable social and economic development 

2) improve inclusive access, inclusion and safety, and make the public realm welcoming for all night-

time economy users and workers to equal extent 

3) diversify the range of night-time activities, including extending the opening hours of existing 

daytime facilities such as shops, cafés, libraries, galleries and museums with adequate support to 

make this possible and without harm 

4) address the cumulative impact of high concentrations of licensed premises and their impact on 

anti-social behaviour, noise pollution, health and wellbeing and other impacts issues for residents 

and nearby uses, and seek ways to manage these areas sustainably 

5) ensure night-time economy venues are well-served with safe and convenient night-time transport 

6) protect and support evening and night-time cultural venues such as pubs, night clubs, theatres, 

cinemas, music and other arts venues without harm to day time, family provisions 

C Promoting management of the night-time economy through an integrated approach to planning 

and licensing, out-of-hours servicing and deliveries, safety and security, and environmental and 

cleansing services should be supported. Boroughs should work closely with stakeholders such as the 

police, local businesses, patrons, workers and residents. 


