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Strategic and Local Views – Matter M47 

 

 
 

M47 – Would policies HC3 and HC4 provide an effective and justified approach to protect and 

enhance the composition and character of strategic views and their landmark elements in 

London? In particular: 

 … 

b) Policy HC3G and para 7.3.6 refer to local views.  Are ‘local views’ a strategic matter? If 

so, what is the justification for giving such views the same degree of protection as 

strategic views? In this regard, would the policy be effective? 

Response (part b)   

1. Policy HC3(G) encourages Boroughs to continue to designate “important local views” in their 

plans.  The Alliance recognises that there is a continuing role for locally-designated views. 

2. However, paragraph 7.3.6 states that “Local views should be given the same degree of 

importance as Strategic Views”.  This is entirely inappropriate and should be removed.  

Local views are, by their nature, local, not strategic.  Their importance and role should, 

therefore, be defined at a local, not strategic, level. 

3. The Plan should provide for a hierarchy of importance, recognising that London’s most 

important and distinctive views will continue to be subject to a very high level of protection 

within the London View Management Framework.  It would not be appropriate to extend that 

same level of protection to all locally designated views; this could very significantly affect 

London’s capacity to grow.   

4. The sensitivity of local views will vary greatly from view to view depending upon local 

townscape context, as will each view’s resultant sensitivity and capacity to accommodate 

change.   

5. Applying the same level of protection to all views in all cases would, therefore, be entirely 

inappropriate. 

6. The final sentence of paragraph 7.3.6 should be deleted. 

7. The Alliance also notes the insertion of paragraph 7.4.1A which states that where existing 

buildings currently detract from or block the view of Strategically-Important Landmarks, this 

should not be used as justification for new development to likewise exceed the threshold 

height of the Landmark Viewing Corridor.  It is considered that this may restrict a site’s 

development potential and should be considered on a case by case basis.  Preventing new 
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development could prevent a building the currently detracts by a view, perhaps due to its 

architectural form or materials, from being replaced by a more sympathetic, better quality 

replacement.  Additionally, there may be cases, for example, where the view is blocked by a 

listed building or positive contributor to heritage significance which is unlikely to be 

demolished.  Development capacity behind such a building should not, therefore, be 

compromised as it is unlikely that such a building would be removed from the viewing plane in 

the future. 

8. We suggest the following wording for paragraph 7.4.1A: 

“Development should make a positive contribution and where possible enhance the 

viewer’s ability to recognise Strategically Important Landmarks.  Where existing 

buildings currently detract from or block the view this should not be used as 

justification for new development to likewise exceed the threshold height of the 

Landmark Viewing Corridor the opportunity to make improvements to the view through 

reduced heights and improved architectural quality should be considered. 

Paragraph 7.4.1B should then be deleted. 

 


