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Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment 

 

The Trust welcomes the proposed amendment in para 7.1.2 in the Draft New London Plan 

showing Minor Suggested Changes (August 2018; hereafter referred to as DNLP-Minor 

Suggest Changes) following our suggested inclusion of “veteran and ancient trees” as listed 

heritage assets.   

This has been included as “and aged or veteran trees.” 

However, the term ‘aged’ needs amending to ‘ancient’. 

‘Veteran’ and ‘ancient’ trees don’t have precise definitions, but are commonly adopted within 

the parlance of arboriculture, forestry and woodland ecology, and have led to distinct policy 

and action (for example led by the Ancient Tree Forum). 

A veteran tree can be defined as ‘a tree that is of interest biologically, culturally or 

aesthetically because of its age, size or condition’. Some trees are instantly recognisable as 

veterans but many are less obvious. Size alone is a poor indicator of veteran status, as 

different species may have different rates of growth or natural life spans.   

An ancient tree is one that has passed beyond maturity and is old, or aged, in comparison 

with other trees of the same species.  Ancient trees can occur in many different forms: 

maiden trees, coppice stools, pollards and many others.   

A veteran tree is a survivor that has developed some of the features found on an ancient 

tree, not necessarily as a consequence of time, but of its life or environment.  Ancient trees 

are all veterans, but not all veterans are ancient.1 

                                                           
1  Ancient Tree Forum (2008). What are ancient, veteran and other trees of special interest?  Ancient 

tree guide 4, ATF and Woodland Trust. 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100263313/pg-wt-2014-ancient-tree-guide-4-definitions.pdf  

Matter 45 

Would Policy HC1 provide an effective and justified approach to conserving and 

enhancing the historic environment? In particular:  

a) Would Policy HC1 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to the historic 

environment?  

b) Would it provide sufficient detail to guide London boroughs in developing evidence 

that demonstrates a clear understanding of London’s historic environment?  

c) Would the approach to development management be effective, justified and 

consistent with national policy in relation to designated and non-designated heritage 

assets? 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/mediafile/100263313/pg-wt-2014-ancient-tree-guide-4-definitions.pdf


Britain has more veteran trees than most countries in Europe, and their conservation is of 

international interest. Veteran trees do not have an even distribution throughout Britain, but 

in areas of historic parkland, estates, and some royal forests, high densities are still found.  

We recommend that the amendment in para 7.1.2 is changed to: 

“and ancient or veteran trees.” 

 

We have no further comments on Policy HC1. 
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