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Matter 45 

Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment 

M45.  Would Policy HC1 provide an effective and justified approach to conserving and 

enhancing the historic environment? In particular: 

a)  Would Policy HC1 provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to the historic 

environment?  

b)  Would it provide sufficient detail to guide London boroughs in developing evidence 

that de o strates a clear u dersta di g of Lo do ’s historic e viro e t?  

c)  Would the approach to development management be effective, justified and consistent 

with national policy in relation to designated and non-designated heritage assets? 

Evidence received from a range of experts at the London Assembly Planning Committee has 

highlighted the important link between Good Growth and sustainability and the need for a 

strong level of protection of the historic environment as part of sustainable development.i 

The Assembly is of the view that Policy HC1 needs to be strengthened to reflect the 

i po ta e of p ese vi g  a d e ha i g  Lo do s he itage to ette  efle t the 
intentions set out in the 1990 Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act that remains the 

p i ipal legislatio  efle ti g he itage assets. A  e uivale t level of p ote tio  fo  Lo do s 
heritage should be given alongside that accorded to open space in policies G1-G4. 

The Mayor should consider retaining the essential policy objectives expressed in the current 

London Plan (Heritage led regeneration). This would be of particular assistance in achieving 

the intensification of suburban areas of London that the Mayor is seeking. 

Evidence received from a range of experts at the London Assembly Planning Committee has 

highlighted the benefits of an SPG or a Heritage Strategy to provide a strategic framework 

for assessment of development proposals affecting the historic environment. This would 

provide a framework for the preparation of Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans.  



The Assembly is of the view that the Mayor needs to commit to producing a Heritage SPG in 

policy HC1. This will assist local authorities facing constraints in respect of resources and 

relevant skills in preparing a strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic 

environment and bring the Plan in line with the intention set out in paragraph 126 of the 

NPPF.ii 

The Pla s Glossa y (sustai a le develop e t, page 526) should reflect that the historic 

environment is an essential part of sustainable development and growth. 

 

 

i Transcript of consultation on the Draft London Plan, London Assembly Planning Committee 30 January 2018  
ii Transcript of consultation on the Draft London Plan, London Assembly Planning Committee 30 January 2018  
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