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Policies D10 & D11 are strategic planning matters and it is crucial that the revised 

London Plan incorporates clear strategic guidance advocating the implementation of 

fire safety, security and access measures capable of working effectively together 

without conflict. 

The Police Service places great importance upon the need to build sustainable 

communities and Police Crime Prevention Initiatives (Secured by Design) is committed 

to partnership working with Government, Assemblies and Local Authorities, to 

incorporate designing out crime principles within strategic policy and guidance 

documents. (As per paragraphs 7.1 - 7.5 of Secured by Design - New Homes 2016.) 

Whilst the Panel are reviewing the London Plan in the context of NPPF 2012, it should 

be noted that the recently published NPPF 2018 now refers to Section 8 as “Promoting 

healthy and safe communities”. Paragraph 91, states that “planning policies and 

decisions should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which… are safe 

and accessible so that crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine the 

quality of life or community cohesion.” Section 12 “Achieving well designed places”, 

also refers to the potential negative impacts of crime and disorder and the need to” 

create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health and 

well-being.” (Paragraph 127(f)) 

The London Plan is a strategic platform to raise awareness of the significant impact 

that low crime makes to the community as well as the ongoing and long-term 

sustainability of a development. The Arson Prevention Forum publication “State of the 

Nation report 2017” states that “47% of all fires attended by the Fire and Rescue 

service are deliberate.” However, the implementation of fire safety, access and 

security measures that are safe and effective from each perspective, will significantly 

reduce a building’s vulnerability to casual and opportunist access, which if left 

unchecked can lead to instances of arson, criminal damage and anti-social behaviour. 

Historically, the lack of strategic direction together with perceived conflicts has enabled 

some developers to implement Fire and Access measures without paying due 

diligence to Crime Prevention and Security measures. In 2010, HM Government 

introduced Building Regulation Q ‘Security – Dwellings’, which placed Security of new 

dwellings in parity with pre-existing Building Regulations. It is recommended that the 

London Plan take a long-term strategic view and promote the inclusion of similar 

security measures for all relevant mixed use, commercial and residential 

developments. 

Secured by Design (SBD) requirements and recommendations are based upon sound 

research findings that prove SBD delivers significant crime reductions and cost 

efficiency savings for a wide range of stakeholders including local authorities, housing 

associations, landlords, residents and the police service. To support implementation 

we have worked with industry experts and developers for many years, to achieve crime 

reduction by the installation of independently tested and certificated products that are 

fire, smoke and security rated in one product and this is promoted in our guidance 

documents. 
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The recent Government Building Safety Programme Advice Note 16 dated 

31/07/2018, released by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

(MHCLG), was developed by the MHCLG’s Expert Independent Advisory Panel on 

building safety. Paragraph 5 states, “This advice note primarily concentrates on fire 

safety; however, front doors should also meet security requirements set out in 

Approved Document Q. There are also requirements for doorsets in other relevant 

Building Regulations guidance included in other Approved Documents including part 

E, L, & M. Therefore, it is imperative that doorsets are designed to meet all of the 

relevant requirements in one package i.e. the same specification.” This advice note 

clearly reinforces the equality of all building regulations and should be reflected 

throughout regional planning policy. 

Police Crime Prevention Initiatives concur with the statement submitted by the 

Metropolitan Police DOCO Service and support the request for the forthcoming 

London Plan to reflect the stance taken in the MHCLG advice note. Further that this 

kind of advice should be extended to address, commercial and mixed-use 

developments in Greater London. We recommend that section 3.11.5A should be 

amended to reflect that security and fire safety measures can be reconciled 

successfully by early consultation with both the Metropolitan Police Service Designing 

Out Crime Officers and the London Fire Brigade. This amendment would reinforce the 

message that these measures are mutually dependent upon each other and 

necessary to facilitate long-term safety and sustainable developments. 


