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Matter Title – Safety, Security and Resilience: Fire 
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Matter no. 43 

Matter Question (s)  
M43. Would policies D10 and D11, in addressing matters including fire safety, refer to 
strategic planning matters? In particular, would policies D10 and D11 provide an effective and 
justified strategic framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in 
relation to this matter? 

 

1. In its response to the draft London Plan consultation the Mayor’s approach to Fire 
Safety was highlighted as an area that needs to be consistent with emerging national 
policy. 
 

2. The Building a Safer Future: Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire 
Safety (Hackitt Review) Final Report was published on 17 May 2018.  This report sets 
out proposals for a new regulatory framework for fire safety which includes a wide 
range of recommendations relating to Building Regulations.  
 

3. The government published its response to the Hackitt Review on 18 December 2018.  
The ‘Building a Safer Future: An Implementation Plan’ (Implementation Plan) 
outlines how the government is taking forward the Review’s findings.  It sets out the 
programme of work that will be undertaken at a national level to create a new and 
improved regulatory framework around the design, construction and occupation of 
multi-occupied, high-rise residential buildings.  Planning will play an important role 
in this improved regulatory framework.     
 

4. The Implementation Plan sets out the government’s intention to introduce specific 
‘gateway’ points that reflect every part of a building’s life including planning, design 
and build, completion and occupation. This is to ensure that requirements on 
identified duty-holders are clear and happen at the right stage. At a national level, 
we are also working with industry to improve the competence of those involved in 
building safety, consulting on introducing a safety case regime for existing buildings, 
and introducing a stronger regulatory regime with greater sanctions and the ability 
to intervene and take action during construction and occupation.  This anticipates 
many of the points raised in Policy D11. 

 
5. Specifically, the government will consult in 2019 on how the ‘gateways’ proposed by 

the Hackitt Review could be implemented in practice.  This will include national 
proposals to make the Fire and Rescue Authorities statutory consultees for planning 
applications for certain multi-occupancy buildings to ensure fire safety 
considerations are taken into account.   
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6. The government will also consult on the scope of the new regime. The guiding 
principles will be to ensure safety in a system that is risk-based and proportionate as 
recommended by the Independent Review to ensure the new requirements focus on 
buildings where a significant fire could put many people’s lives at risk. 
 

7. On 18 December 2018, the government also launched a Call for Evidence to inform a 
full technical review of Building Regulations guidance on fire safety (Approved 
Document B).  The call for evidence is seeking views on a number of technical issues 
relating to the construction of a building including: fire suppression systems, means 
of escape and access.  The responses to this call for evidence will lead to revisions of 
the government’s statutory guidance on fire safety including issues around passive 
and active fire safety measures.  
 

8. The government supports the aspiration for fire safety to be incorporated in all parts 
of the planning process and welcomes the Mayor’s commitment to achieve the 
highest standards of fire safety. We are content with the overall approach taken in 
the London Plan and agree that early engagement with the Fire and Rescue Services 
is important to ensure fire safety considerations are taken into account as soon as 
possible. Engaging the Fire and Rescue Services on key developments at the planning 
stage is important at a national level, which is why we have announced our intention 
to consult on making all Fire and Rescue Authorities statutory consultees for 
planning applications for certain multi-occupancy building. The policy set out in the 
London Plan will need to be flexible enough to align with the direction of travel set 
out in the Implementation Plan and any action the government takes to reform the 
overall building system at a national level. The Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government will therefore need to review the London Plan’s 
“Intention to Publish” version to ensure it aligns with the national policy that will be 
introduced to implement the recommendations in the Hackitt review.  
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