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Safety, Security and Resilience  
 
Would policies D10 and D11, in addressing matters including fire safety,  
refer to strategic planning matters? In particular, would policies D10 and D11 provide an 
effective and justified strategic framework for the preparation of local plans and 
neighbourhood plans in relation to this matter?  
 
The Mayor’s London Plan is a strategy ‘for how London evolves and develops over coming 
years’, and, unfortunately, safety, security and resilience issues are a persistent and 
prominent feature of modern life. Appropriate preventative measures are necessary and 
desirable to ensure safe, secure and resilient developments and areas. These are best 
designed at the formative stages of development or plan-making in order to meld into and 
harmonise with the architecture, heritage, townscape and functioning of London that is 
accessible and inclusive for all. This is recognised in Policy D10B. 
 
Given that these issues permeate throughout London, albeit in varying degrees and 
combinations, the Mayor is well situated to provide the necessary policy framework and 
steer. Additional to issues of such a magnitude that they are clearly of strategic significance, 
issues can be localised yet prevalent so as also to be cumulatively of strategic significance. 
There are over 170 organisations in London that have a responsibility for preparing to 
respond to emergencies. Because of his wide-ranging duties and responsibilities around, 
among other things, policing and crime, fire and rescue services and resilience roles and 
tasks, the Mayor is a focus or hub for them. And he has the directional instruments, 
including the London Plan, to ensure a coherent, coordinated, equitable and effective 
approach is obtained throughout London. Through the London Plan a comprehensive 
coverage of London can be ensured by the proposed operational policies, rather than 
waiting for local plans, at their different stages in their life-cycles, eventually to be reviewed.  
 
However, it is the public that is best placed to determine what is a safe and secure 
environment, what is acceptable and desirable when balanced against the scale and degree 
of intrusion and cost, in its widest senses. Therefore, the Mayor should direct the boroughs 
to engage with the public in the planning and design of appropriate measures and responses 
to safety, security and resilience issues. This should include not only providing opportunities 
for the public to assist in the identification of community safety needs (and here safety 
includes fire protection and rescue as well as crime and fear of crime), but also co-design 
and co-production of the remedying measures.  
 
It is on this point that Just Space seeks additional wording to Policy D10. Elsewhere in the 
draft plan, at para 2.10.3, there is text supporting Policy SD10 which provides a convenient 
model: ‘initiatives must be undertaken in collaboration with local communities, involving a 
broad spectrum of groups and individuals to develop a shared vision for the area. … it is 
important that these are developed through engagement with local communities.’ These 
words or their like, should find a place in the text supporting Policy D10 and that Policy 
D10A should include reference to working ‘with communities’ alongside the agencies and 



stakeholders already listed. (This has been done for Policy SD10 by Minor Modification (sic) 
Policy SD10 A 2A)). 
 
Fire safety and rescue has in recent times given rise to widespread enduring concerns, 
particularly driven by the horrors of the Glenfell Tower disaster, that the Fire Safety Policy 
D11 is a proportionate and necessary response by the Mayor to protect and reassure 
Londoners. However, it should be clearly acknowledged in the plan that this Policy in its 
implementation and the measures that follow should be open to public scrutiny and 
comment; that there is a link between the Just Space proposed additional wording to Policy 
D10 with Policy D11. Namely, that collaboration and working with local communities 
extends to fire safety and rescue issues and their remedies. This is one of the fundamental 
demands arising from the Glenfell fire survivors and local people. It is crucial that they, as 
well as all other Londoners, feel safe in their homes, confident that the fire safety measures 
are robust and of a high standard. The London Tenants Federation in its response to the 
public consultation on the plan in March 2018 wrote ‘Post Grenfell, it is imperative that  
clear lines of accountability and transparency are publicly available and all relevant 
recommendations of the London Fire Brigade are adhered’ to. This is essential.  
 
In the ‘Hackitt Report’1, local planning authorities in processing planning applications should 
address and ensure that in the event of a fire a building is sufficiently accessible. This has 
been covered by Policy D11 B 4). But this is also important for other emergency vehicles. For 
example, the Ambulance Service is under pressure to meet certain attendance times and 
attaining proximity to buildings is particularly important for high rise developments and car 
free zones in order to minimise the time taken from/to the vehicle by the potential patient 
and eventually to hospital.     

                                                           
1 Hackitt, J., Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety: Final Report, 
recommendation, May, 2018 paragraph 2.27  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/707785/Building_a_Safer_Future_-_web.pdf  
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