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Draft New London Plan 
Examination in Public 

 
Statement of LB Camden 

 
 
Tall buildings 
 
M41. Would Policy D8 provide a justified and effective strategic 

framework for the development of tall buildings? In particular:  
... 

d) Would it provide an effective strategic framework for the 
assessment of the impact of tall building development?  

e) Overall, would Policy D8 provide an effective and justified 
strategic framework for the preparation of local plans, 

neighbourhood plans and development management in relation to 
this matter?  

 
Camden's response to the Draft London Plan objected to the overly prescriptive 
approach taken in Criterion B of Policy D8 Tall Buildings; such as the wording that 
boroughs should identify on maps in development plans the locations where tall 
buildings will be an appropriate form of development in principle.  
 
The  Mayor's Draft Showing Minor Suggested Changes proposes a number of 
alterations to the wording of Criterion B in response to comments from London 
Boroughs and others.  While we consider that these somewhat improve the wording 
of Criterion B, they do not meet our fundamental concern, which remains, that the 
plan is overly prescriptive in directing boroughs how to plan for tall buildings and 
should recognise that it is be appropriate for boroughs to take a different approach to 
planning for tall buildings in light of the specific local circumstances, within the 
strategic context set by the Plan.  Therefore we consider that, as drafted, this part of 
Policy D8 does not provide an effective strategic framework for the preparation of 
local plans. 
  
Camden's long established approach to tall buildings is consider the entire borough 
as being within the ‘sensitive’ category defined by the English Heritage / CABE 
Guidance on Tall Buildings.  Camden is densely developed with an extensive range 
and coverage of heritage assets, including 40 conservation areas, numerous listed 
buildings and five strategic views and two background views crossing the borough.  It 
is therefore not practical or helpful to identify broad areas either suitable, or not 
suitable, for tall buildings. In Camden, a site may be suitable for a tall building while 
adjacent sites are not, due to impact on either views, conservations areas or listed 
buildings. Indeed, in some cases, suitability for a tall building differs across a single 
site.  Therefore, tall buildings need to be considered on a site by site basis and the 
identification of broad areas suitable for tall buildings is not appropriate or possible. 
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Camden's approach to tall buildings has been accepted by Planning Inspectors at 
successive local plan examinations, most recently in 2017, as the most appropriate 
response to the borough's unique context. The London Plan must allow for boroughs 
to take a locally appropriate approach to tall building policy where this is merited by 
their specific circumstances and should not create a risk that local plans are 
considered not in general conformity with the London Plan because their 
consideration of this matter differs from the detailed approach prescribed in the 
London Plan.  
 
 
Camden's response on the Draft London Plan also raised concerns about the implied 
in-principle acceptability of tall buildings, given the range and magnitude of the 
potential detrimental visual, functional and environmental impacts of tall buildings if 
they are poorly designed.  We therefore welcome the Suggested Changes, made in 
response to the comments of London Boroughs and others, to delete the opening 
paragraph of Policy D8 and to add specific reference to the need for identification of 
locations suitable for tall building to follow the good design principles in Policy D2 and 
meet other relevant plan requirements.  
 

 


