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Matter 41 Tall Buildings  

Friends of the Earth (755) 

 

M41.  Would Policy D8 provide a justified and effective strategic 

framework for the development of tall buildings? In particular:  

a) Would the local definition of what is considered a ‘tall building’ 

provide an effective strategic framework to guide the location of tall 

building development?  

b) Where there is no local definition of what is considered a ‘tall 

building’, would the definition at paragraph 3.8.2 be justified and would 

it be effective?   

c) Would Policy D8, generally provide an effective framework to guide the 

location of tall building development, taking account of its wider 

surroundings and any cumulative effect?   d) Would it provide an 

effective strategic framework for the assessment of the impact of tall 

building development?  

1. There is concern that Policy D8 does provides insufficient support and 

guidance to local authorities and communities who seek to accommodate 

development and growth primarily through low to mid-rise development.  

2. All the matters which the policy addresses are key considerations. 

However, further guidance is needed to facilitate low-rise high 

density development, which is in general more environmentally 

sustainable, has less environmental impact than tall buildings, is 

better able to deliver a mix of housing types, thereby meeting housing 

need, foster inclusive communities and more publicly acceptable. 

3. A more strategic, discerning approach is required to manage the 

location and development of tall buildings in London. This should give 

greater consideration to meeting broader policy objectives on 

environmental sustainability - including the aim for London to become 

zero carbon - and facilitating development that respects and enhances 

local identify, character and distinctiveness. 

4. Unless the above matters are addressed it is considered that Policy D8 

would not provide a justified and effective framework for the 

development of tall buildings. 
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