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M41 Tall Buildings   

 
 
 

Policy D8 is of key importance to the Draft London Plan because it is 
fundamental to the mathematical basis for the housing target.  Without the 

ability for development to take place on former industrial land or green/non-
developed land, there is significant pressure on building height to deliver the 
urban capacity that London needs for its growth.  It is disappointing that the 

preliminary statement at the start of the Policy, which recognised this, has been 
deleted.  

 
The London Plan should recognise the part that tall buildings must play in the 

implementation of the London Plan and lay set clear policies to encourage tall 
buildings.   
 

We believe that the policy should define what a tall building is.   There should be 
one definition set out in the London Plan.  The existing definition is fine. “Tall 

buildings are substantially taller than their surroundings” is a fair assessment of 
what a tall building should be defined as.  
 

Moreover, we do not believe that Local Authority should be able to set 
maximum heights.  Blanket height policies tend to generate groups of buildings 

that are built up to the maximum height which results in an unattractive, bulky, 
coalescence of bulk.   
 

Moreover, there is no reason for it.   
 

It will reduce variety in the skyline and thwart architectural expression.   
Construction costs for tall buildings are significant and provide a natural break 
on height. This factor coupled with the need to respect daylight and sunlight in 

adjacent buildings provides a pattern of development that is pleasing to the eye, 
varied and attractive from all angles.  This is what gives London its particular 

look and feel comprised of modern buildings and contemporary buildings 
grouped together of varied heights.  
 



 

ANTHOLOGY  

 

The city of London provides this template and it should be capable of replication 
is any number of public transport nodes around the city. This is the strategic 

framework that the London Plan should set.  
 
In our view, London has a number of locations that could be suitable for tall 

buildings either stand alone or in clusters.  The precise location of these clusters 
will not be known today – and will not be planned for.  Neither the City clusters 

nor Canary Wharf were designated tall building areas.  As such, we question 
why tall buildings can only be located in designated areas, with specific building 
heights, in a context where Local Authorities are not required to make any such 

designation and if they do, can opt to determine the building height.  
 

London boroughs can respond this policy by making no such designation and 
then refusing applications for tall buildings that would be acceptable under the 
existing London Plan.  London would be much worse off for this. 

 

 
 


