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Matter 40: Public Realm 
 
Would Policy D7 provide a justified and effective strategic 
framework for delivering high quality public realm? In particular: 
 
a) Would Policy D7 relate to strategic planning matters, particularly in 

relation to street furniture and management and ongoing 
maintenance of the public realm? 

 
Please refer to our March 2018 response to the draft Plan, wherein we 
support Policy D7, notably policy criteria B, H, L and M, which require 
development plans and proposals to, maximise the contribution of the public 
realm, incorporate green infrastructure into the public realm, ensure on street 
parking leaves space for green infrastructure, and ensure the provision and 
maintenance of free drinking water.  
 
These criteria will all contribute to the Mayor’s ‘good growth objectives for 
creating a healthy city, and increasing efficiency and resilience. In our view, 
the policy criteria in D7 address components of public realm design which 
are relevant to planning, and applicable at London-scale.    
 
A London Urban Forest Strategy is vital to realise the Mayor’s tree canopy 
ambitions and contribution to other agendas. The Strategy would be a 
refresh of the existing London Tree & Woodland Framework (referred to in 
Policy G7). Policy D7 will work with this strategy, and with other policies in 
Chapters 8, 9, and 12, such as Policies G5 (urban greening), SI13 
(sustainable drainage), and T2 (Healthy Streets) to deliver ‘good growth’, 
and multiple benefits. 
 
We welcome the Mayor’s Minor Suggested Changes to the Draft London 
Plan (August 2018), noting at D7 H, the additional reference to the role of 
green infrastructure to ‘moderate surface and air temperature’. We consider 
that this point is relevant across the whole of London and will contribute to 
the Mayor’s ‘good growth’ objectives for creating a healthy, efficient and 
resilient city. 
 
With regards to D7 G, (maintenance and management of the public realm), 
it is our experience, as the relevant body for strategic overview of flood risk 
management,  that careful planning and design of public realm does not 
necessarily result in  successful maintenance and management. This is a 
particular issue where we might be looking at spaces to fill a multi-functional 
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role, such as providing integrated water management solutions such as 
sustainable drainage, and mitigating urban heat effects. Effective 
maintenance and clarity around management responsibilities, scoped 
through the planning process, will help to achieve the Plan’s intended 
outcomes and objectives.  
 
We highlight that Policy D7 G) supports subsequent policies in Chapters 8 
and 9, notably Policies G5 (urban greening), and SI13 (sustainable 
drainage).  
 
We have no comments on ‘street furniture’ as referred to at Policy D7 I). 
 
b) Would the criteria of the policy be justified and effective, in 

relation to matters such as sunlight, the natural environment and 
meanwhile uses? 

 
Policy D7 will complement the Plan’s other policies, notably in Chapters 8 
and 9 in regards to the natural environment, and the Mayor’s ‘healthy 
streets’ approach at Policy T2. We are therefore satisfied that D7’s criteria 
are justified and are likely to be effective in regards to the natural 
environment, in combination with the Plan’s other policies’ requirements.  
 
We would prefer that the text under Policy D7 refers directly to the function 
of the public realm in delivering policies in Chapters 8 and 9, notably for 
integrated water management, thus supporting the Mayor’s Suggested 
Changes under Policy SI5 E). 
 
We have no comments on Matter 40 c). 
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