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DESIGN – PUBLIC REALM  

Matter 40: Would Policy D7 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for 
delivering high quality public realm? In particular: a) Would Policy D7 relate to strategic 
planning matters, particularly in relation to street furniture and management and ongoing 
maintenance of the public realm? b) Would the criteria of the policy be justified and 
effective, in relation to matters such as sunlight, the natural environment and meanwhile 
uses? c) Overall, would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 
preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to this matter? 

1. CPRE London supports the objective in the draft Plan to promote the delivery of high 
quality public realm which is vital to the wellbeing and quality of life of Londoners.  We therefore 
welcome the thrust of Policy D7 which should encourage an effective approach across the whole 
of Greater London.  We are concerned that there are large areas of London, particularly in outer 
boroughs, where the public realm is in need of major improvement and it is vital that a greater 
priority is given to tackling this issue.   If the Capital is to improve its status as a global city and 
promote a vibrant economy it will need to secure significant improvements to the public realm. 

2. We particularly welcome the commitment in paragraph 3.7.9 and the reference Policy D7G 
to the proposed Public London Charter which we believe should be an important mechanism for 
encouraging improvements in public access to and care for the public realm.  We urge that the 
Charter is prepared swiftly, ideally to coincide with the publication of the final version of the 
Plan, and recommend that is treated as Supplementary Planning Guidance and explicitly referred 
to as such in the Plan.  

3. As stated in our submissions on other Matters, we believe the Plan should give greater 
consideration to the need to protect and enhance London’s diverse and distinctive local 
character.   To address this, we believe there should be explicit reference to ‘the enhancement 
of local distinctiveness’ in Policy D7A alongside the reference to the public realm relating to 
‘local and historic context’.   This would be consistent with proposed changes to Policies D1, D2, 
D3 , especially MSC 3.5 and MSC 3.8) 

4. Noise pollution is a major factor inhibiting enjoyment of the public realm and green space 
within London.  While we welcome policies elsewhere in the draft Plan concerning noise, we 
believe Policy D7 should be strengthened by adding a new sub-section after A) stating that 
development plans and development proposals should ‘take account of the need to protect and 



enhance the relative tranquillity of the public realm, particularly parks and green spaces and 
quiet walking and cycling routes’. 

5. We are also concerned that the draft Plan plays little attention to the need to reduce light 
pollution.  Excessive and poorly designed lighting can have a significant impact on the quality of 
the public realm, including people’s ability to see dark, starry skies and the wellbeing of 
nocturnal wildlife.  The need to reduce light pollution in the public realm, improve lighting design 
and to minimise intrusive lighting infrastructure, particularly in open spaces, should be explicitly 
referenced in Policy D7A.  
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