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M39 Would Policy D6 on optimising density be effective in 

achieving the intentions in Policy GG2 on making the best use of 
land and is the policy approach justified especially bearing in mind 

the cumulative impact on the environment and infrastructure? 
 
Barnet supports GG2 in making the best use of land including, where 

appropriate, high-density development. The Council also support the 
principles of Policy D6 Optimising Housing Density. However, developing 

at higher densities can change the nature of neighbourhoods and the 
communities that live there, and it is therefore important to maintain 
public support for this type of growth. As an Outer London Borough, 

Barnet has serious concerns that local character may be sacrificed to meet 
growth. ‘Good growth’ and mixed and balanced communities requires high 

quality placemaking and the provision of suitable supporting social 
infrastructure. 
 

 
a) Would the provisions of Policy D6 provide an effective strategic 

context for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood 
plans? Would the detailed criteria provide an effective and 
justified basis for development management, are they all 

necessary and do they provide sufficient clarity about how 
competing considerations are to be reconciled by the decision-

maker? 
 
While Barnet supports proposals for taller and higher density buildings in 

planned and defined strategic locations, subject to there being no 
unacceptably harmful impact on their surroundings, the absence of the 

Density Matrix removes a useful tool for assessing development proposals. 
 
 

b) Will leaving density to be assessed on a site-by-site basis 
compared to the matrix in The London Plan of 2011 be 

effective? 
  



 

The Density Matrix provided in the existing London Plan provides a clear 
and defined position that supports boroughs in assessing sites and 
proposals. Losing the Density Matrix will mean that boroughs spend more 

time and resources assessing optimum density, which is likely to prove 
highly challenging for Council’s already stretched planning and design 

resources. Barnet would like the matrix to be reinstated to the London 
Plan.  


