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Draft New London Plan 
Examination in Public 

 
Statement of LB Camden 

 
M37. Would Policy D5 provide a justified and effective strategic 
framework for delivering accessible housing? 
 

 
Camden Council's formal response to the draft London Plan indicates that the 

Council supports Policy D5, whilst expressing some concerns about the wording 
of paragraph 3.5.8.  
 

The minor suggested changes published in August 2018 do not address our 
concerns in relation to paragraph 3.5.8. Consequently, the Council asks the Panel 

to consider its original representations on Policy D5 in the context of Matter 37. 
 
a) Would Policy D5 provide an effective and justified strategic 

framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood 
plans in relation to this matter? 

 
Policy D5 is generally consistent with Policy 3.8 clauses (c) and (d) of the London 
Plan as published with amendments in March 2016, and with Policy H6 clauses 

(c) and (d) of the Camden Local Plan adopted July 2017. 
 

Camden Council based Local Plan Policy H6 (c) and (d) on the draft Minor 
Alterations to the London Plan published in May 2015, and this approach was 
found to be sound by the Public Examination of the Local Plan. Consequently, the 

Council considers that Policy D5 would form an effective and justified strategic 
framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation 

to accessible and adaptable housing and wheelchair user dwellings. 
 
b) Would it provide an effective framework for development 

management? In this regard, would the requirements set out in 
Policy D5A, in relation to meeting Building Regulations requirement 

M4(3) and M4(2) be justified? Would this be an effective approach? 
 

Policy D5 is generally consistent with Policy 3.8 clauses (c) and (d) of the London 
Plan as published with amendments in March 2016, and with Policy H6 clauses 
(c) and (d) of the Camden Local Plan adopted July 2017. 

 
Camden Council has been successfully operating Policy 3.8 of the London Plan 

2016 and Policy H6 of the Camden Local Plan 2017 in determining planning 
applications and drafting planning conditions since they formally became part of 
the development plan for the Borough. Consequently, the Council considers that 

Policy D5A would form an effective framework for development management in 
all respects except for proposed paragraph 3.5.8, which sets out model planning 

conditions. 
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Camden Council does not consider that paragraph 3.5.8 as drafted will be 
effective in securing wheelchair user dwellings, because it fails to indicate that 

conditions should identify the specific homes that must comply with M4(3)(2)(a) 
for 'wheelchair adaptable dwellings' and M4(3)(2)(b) for 'wheelchair accessible 

dwellings'. 
 
Dwellings satisfying either category within M4(3) for wheelchair users will need 

to exceed the nationally required space standards (London Plan Table 3.1) to 
achieve the layouts necessary for wheelchair movements and storage and 

arrangements for food preparation and personal hygiene. Consequently, these 
dwellings need to be designed into the scheme and the ability to achieve them 
needs to be considered prior to determination of a planning application. 

 
If homes are not available within the scheme with sufficient space to deliver 

M4(3) wheelchair user dwellings, planning conditions requiring wheelchair user 
dwellings will not be effective or enforceable. The layout of the scheme will need 
to change significantly to accommodate a proportion of homes that exceed the 

nationally required space standards: this will be likely to lead to a change in the 
mix of dwellings by size typology, and potentially a reduction in the overall 

number of homes. Even if such changes are acceptable to the local planning 
authority (LPA) as an amendment to the permission, they could well impact on 

the viability of the scheme and the applicant is unlikely to support them. 
 
It is the duty of the local planning authority (LPA) to ensure that any planning 

conditions are enforceable, precise and reasonable. Thus the LPA must ensure 
that 10% of units included in an application are able to comply with M4(3) if it 

wishes to grant permission subject to such a condition. It follows that the LPA 
must consider the ability of specific dwellings to comply with M4(3), and identify 
the specific dwellings expected to comply in planning conditions. If the LPA does 

not do so, there is a serious risk that conditions will be challenged at planning 
appeals and varied or removed. 

 
We note that there is a further risk for large schemes, where compliance with 
Building Regulations may be inspected phase by phase or block by block. In such 

cases, a developer could advise the Building Control body that the 10% dwellings 
meeting M4(3) are to be addressed in a subsequent phase, leaving the entire 

requirement for wheelchair user dwellings to be met in the final block and an 
even greater risk that the condition needs to be varied or removed. 
 

To address this issue, we suggest that an explanation is added to paragraph 
3.5.8 indicating that the larger size of M4(3) units means that the ability to meet 

M4(3) should be considered prior to determination of applications, and the final 
two bullet points should be amended to indicate that specific units should be 
identified, as follows: 
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Proposed changes to paragraph 3.5.8 
(based on the minor suggested changes August 2018) 
 

3.5.8 
M4(2) and M4(3) dwellings should be secured via planning condition to allow 

the Building Control body to check compliance of a development against the 
optional Building Regulations standards. To comply with Part M4(3), 
dwellings will generally need to exceed the minimum internal space 

standards set out in Table 3.1. To ensure that wheelchair user dwellings 
can be delivered, the space needed for specific dwellings to comply with 

M4(3) should be considered at the planning application stage. Planning 
conditions should specify:  
• Number of dwellings per size typology (i.e. x no. of y bed units) which must 

comply with Part M4(2)  
• Number of dwellings per size typology with specific dwelling references 

(i.e. x no. of y bed units) (units a, b and c on plan P) which must comply 
with Part M4(3)(2)(a) wheelchair adaptable standards.  

• Number of dwellings per size typology with specific dwelling references 

(i.e. x no. of y bed units) (units d, e and f on plan Q) which must comply 
with Part M4(3)(2) wheelchair accessible standards. 

 


