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Matter Question (s)  
M36. Would Policy D4 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for delivering 
quality housing? In particular:  
a) Would Policy D4 focus on matters of strategic relevance? In this respect, would it provide 
appropriate flexibility in relation to housing standards in light of the planned amount of 
quality housing and local circumstances? (outdoor space, internal space, balconies, single 
aspect) Would it effectively address matters of daylight and sunlight?  
b) In this respect, would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 
preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to this matter?  
c) Would it accord with national policy particularly in light of the Nationally Described Space 
Standards?  
 

 

Overall 
 

1. In general draft London Plan Policy D4 is thorough in coverage and supportive of both the 
2012 NPPF and the latest Government policy on design set out in the revised NPPF (2018).  
However, there are some elements of the policy which would benefit from being clearer and 
more succinct: 

 

• It is unclear how “high quality design” is defined.  A better definition could be along the 
following lines: “Architectural quality and materials should be of a high standard”. 

 

• Within Policy D4 sufficient justification is made for minimum housing standards where 
densities are high.  However, in many outer London boroughs, there is more open space, 
average densities are lower and the urban heat island effect is much reduced and it may be 
argued that there is less justification for minimum housing standards.  

 

• D4F – Where the policy states “….should provide sufficient daylight and sunlight to new and 
surrounding housing that is appropriate for its context.” – the wording does not guarantee 
adequate levels of sunlight and daylight as the ‘context’ may be delivering sub-standard 
levels of daylight and sunlight.  

 
M36c) Would it accord with national policy particularly in light of the Nationally Described Space 

Standards?  

• Sufficient arguments are made for implementing Nationally Described Space Standards in 

high density areas. 
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