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MATTER M36 HOUSING QUALITY AND STANDARDS  
 

 

M36. Would Policy D4 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for 

delivering quality housing? In particular:  

a) Would Policy D4 focus on matters of strategic relevance? In this respect, 

would it provide appropriate flexibility in relation to housing standards in 

light of the planned amount of quality housing and local circumstances? 

(outdoor space, internal space, balconies, single aspect) Would it 

effectively address matters of daylight and sunlight?  

 

1. Development design evolves through extensive consultation, challenge, and 

peer review. Each site is different and will face different challenges relating to 

its context, position, orientation, and the mix and type of uses. When 

considering housing standards there are often trade-offs and balances to be 

achieved. It is therefore important that housing standards are applied flexibly 

and sensitively to support good design and enable development.  

 

2. Currently, Policy D4 does not focus on matters of strategic relevance and 

does not provide the level of flexibility required to support both good design 

and enable housing development. It provides a prescriptive and detailed 

approach that goes beyond the Nationally Described Space Standards with 

regard to the design and layout requirements for new residential 

developments and does not recognise the challenges of applying the BRE 

Guidelines in a densely developed area such as London, as stated in the 

Mayor’s Housing Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) 2016.  

 
3. The following text should be added to D4F (from paragraph 1.3.45 of the 

Housing SPG):  
 

F  The design of development should provide sufficient daylight 
and sunlight to new and surrounding housing that is appropriate 
for its context, whilst avoiding overheating, minimising 
overshadowing and maximising the usability of outside amenity 
space.  An appropriate degree of flexibility should be applied 
when using BRE guidelines to assess the daylight and sunlight 



impacts of new development on surrounding properties, as well 
as within new developments themselves. Guidelines should be 
applied sensitively to higher density development, especially in 
opportunity areas, town centres, large sites and accessible 
locations, where BRE advice suggests considering the use of 
alternative targets. This should take into account local 
circumstances; the need to optimise housing capacity; and 
scope for the character and form of an area to change over time.  

 
4. The following should be added to the supporting text of D4 after 3.4.5A (from 

paragraph 1.3.46 of the Housing SPG):  
 

3.4.5AA The degree of harm on adjacent properties and the daylight 
targets within a proposed scheme should be assessed drawing 
on broadly comparable residential typologies within the area and 
of a similar nature across London. Decision makers should 
recognise that fully optimising housing potential on large sites 
may necessitate standards which depart from those presently 
experienced but which still achieve satisfactory levels of 
residential amenity and avoid unacceptable harm. 

 

 

b) In this respect, would it provide an effective and justified strategic 

framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in 

relation to this matter?  

 

1. Draft D4, does not currently provide an effective and justified strategic 

framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans. By 

being so prescriptive, it removes the flexibility for boroughs to respond to local 

need and resident preferences, especially in relation to housing subsectors 

such as build to rent.  

 

2. Furthermore, Table 3.2, referenced in D4C, replicates national best practice 

design guidance, which already exists within documents such as the highly 

regarded By Design and Urban Design Compendium that put forward 

excellent design principles that practitioners should be following in any event.  

It is not considered necessary to replicate all of the principles in such detail, 

especially when these are not London specific.  For these reasons, the policy 

fails to meet the requirements of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 and 

NPPF2 to ensure that the Plan only contains policies that are necessary to 

address the strategic priorities of Greater London. 

 

 

c) Would it accord with national policy particularly in light of the Nationally 

Described Space Standards?  

 

1. As stated above, Policy D4 does not accord with Nationally Described Space 

Standards.  


