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Home Builders Federation 

Representor number: 2320 

Matter number: M36 

 

Draft London Plan 

Housing Quality and Standards  

M36. Would Policy D4 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for 

delivering quality housing? In particular:  

a) Would Policy D4 focus on matters of strategic relevance? In this respect, would it 

provide appropriate flexibility in relation to housing standards in light of the planned 

amount of quality housing and local circumstances? (outdoor space, internal space, 

balconies, single aspect) Would it effectively address matters of daylight and sunlight?  

We refer to our representations where we have recommended that the Mayor injects some 

flexibility into the policy to allow for smaller homes to be built, targeted at meeting specific 

needs, such as offering homes for owner-occupation to lower-income households. The DLP 

should give some discretion to the local authority on this matter. We recommended a form of 

words in our representations.  

b) In this respect, would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to this matter?  

c) Would it accord with national policy particularly in light of the Nationally Described 

Space Standards? 

The Mayor deviates slightly from the Nationally Described Space Standards by specifying a 

ceiling height requirement that is higher than the national standard. Compare Policy D4 GA 8) 

with the Nationally Described Space Standards set out in DCLG Technical Housing Standards 

– Nationally Described Space Standard, March 2015 and also the PPG: Housing: Optional 

Technical Standards.  

The HBF debated this at the Minor Alterations to the London Plan (MALP) examination in 

2015. The Written Ministerial Statement of 25 March 2015 does say that no other standards 

relating to the construction, performance and internal layout of dwellings should be allowed 

other than the Building Regulations and the three optional technical standards. The MALP 

examining inspector considered this deviation to be marginal and hence not an issue that went 

to the soundness of the London Plan (MALP). Nevertheless, it is the HBF’s view that the Mayor 

should not deviate but conform with the national standard as set out in the PPG. Housing 

standards are most effective when there is a single reference point, like the Building 

Regulations, that everyone in the industry understands and where people know where to find 

them. If local variations on national standards are allowed to proliferate then the Government’s 

efforts through its Housing Standards Review (2015) to rationalise and clarify standards 

relating to the construction of homes will be undone.  

 

 

James Stevens, MRTPI 

Director for Cities  
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