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Inclusive Design: 

 

M35. Would Policy D3 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for delivering 

inclusive design? In particular: 

a) Would Policy D3 address matters that can be delivered and enforced through the 

planning regime, in particular the requirement for emergency evacuation? Would it 

strike the right balance between providing for inclusive design and delivering the 

planned level of growth? 

 

b) Would it be effective in ensuring the diverse needs of all Londoners are integrated 

into development proposals from the outset? Would it be effective in ensuring that the 

experience and views of all Londoners, particularly excluded groups, are taken into 

account in the evaluation of development proposals? 

 

c) In this respect, would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to this matter? 
 
 

Policy D3 is justified by the needs of people living and working in buildings for safe 
access and egress. The British Standards Institute (2005) defines inclusive design 

as: 'The design of mainstream products and/or services that are accessible to, and 
usable by, as many people as reasonably possible. That should be straightforward, 
regardless of age, gender or disability. 

 
Policy D3 should be effective if the changes London Forum proposes below to its 

supporting paragraphs are included in the NLP. 
 
However, the requirements placed on boroughs by the new MSC paragraph 3.3.1A 

may not be met for some time with the skills and resources necessary. Guidance by 
the Mayor would be helpful. 

 
London Forum considers that the answers to M35 a), b) and c) are all ‘Yes’. 

 
 
PROPOSALS: 

 
In Paragraph 3.3.2 line 2: after “communities” add ‘and maintaining walkable 

neighbourhoods.’ 
 

That supports the draft NLP’s promotion in of walkable neighbourhoods in 

SD6 A 6), and paragraph 10.6.15. 
 

Paragraph 3.3.4 should have additional words to require: 
‘The design of entrances to each group of dwellings should be similar with no visual 
difference for housing types.’ 



 
 

This requirement is in the current London Plan paragraph 3.76 – 
“The design and quality policies in Policy 3.5 apply in full to affordable 

housing provision. The Mayor has published more specific guidance (Mayor of 
London. Housing SPG. GLA 2016) on this stressing the need for affordable 
housing to be integrated with the rest of the development and have the same 

external appearance as other housing.”  
 

That should not be lost in the NLP as a development requirement and should 
be in Policy D3. 

 

Paragraph 3.3.7 requires “historical contextual considerations” to be explained 
or detailed in the Glossary.  
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