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M28. Would Policy H12 provide a justified and effective approach to achieving the 

dwelling size mix to meet London wide and local needs? In particular:  

 

a) Does the dwelling size and mix identified in the 2017 SHMA provide a robust and 

realistic assessment of London wide needs?  

 

The SHMA 2017 makes a reasonable, informed, guess at the size and type of homes needed 

to 2041 but the GLA should be careful about translating those indicators into rigid policy 

requirements about what applicants should provide on every site. It may be necessary to alter 

the size and mix to respond to changing market conditions (viability) and changes in the 

public’s needs and demands.  

 

For this reason we support the addition through the Minor Amendments of the words 

“Schemes should generally consist of a range of units sizes” at the beginning of the policy.  

 

b) Would policy H12 provide an effective and justified strategic framework to deliver 

the mix of homes needed? What is the justification for preventing boroughs from 

setting prescriptive dwelling size mix requirements for market and intermediate homes 

and would this approach be effective? Would it provide sufficient flexibility to meet 

local needs? In light of this and the need to optimise density would it make a sufficient 

contribution towards family homes?  

 

It is sensible to allow the applicant to determine the appropriate size mix of dwellings.  

 

As we move towards a new national planning policy regime where the local plan will be 

accorded even greater primacy, and the scope for negotiation over policy is more restricted 

(NPPF 2018), it would be unwise to establish rigid requirements relating to the size of market 

and intermediate homes in either the DLP or local plans. The ability for the London Plan 

Viability Assessment (LPVA) to foresee, and therefore, evaluate every residential and mixed-

use development scenario that is likely to arise in London over the next ten years is 

questionable. It is necessary to remember that Policy H6 in the DLP requires applicants to 

satisfy all DLP and local plan policy requirements and obligations. The assumption is that all 

these other policy requirements and obligations are non-negotiable.  

 

Unless the Mayor can provide a convincing case that dictating the size of market dwellings 

will not harm viability, and hence delivery, then it would not be appropriate to specify this in 

the DLP. The LPVA has not done this therefore it would not be appropriate to ask for this.  

 

c) Overall, would it meet the objective of Policy GG4 to deliver the homes Londoners 

need? 

 

The Mayor will need to achieve his housing targets. Rigidly adhering to a type and mix of 

homes in development plan policy could militate against that.  
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