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Representor number: 2320 
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Draft London Plan 

Ensuring the Best Use of Housing Stock 
 

M27.  Would Policy H11 provide a justified and effective approach to ensuring the best 

use of housing stock? In particular: 

 

a) Would this policy deal with a strategic planning matter? 

b) Would the approach taken to ‘buy to leave’ and short-term holiday 

accommodation be justified? 

c) Overall, would Policy H11 be effective in sustaining London’s existing housing stock 

and would it meet the objectives of Policy GG4 to deliver the homes Londoners need? 

 

We refer to our representations. The GLA’s own research (undertaken by LSE and the 

University of York) into the question of overseas buyers and the extent to which dwellings 

bought by overseas buyers are subsequently deliberately left empty – or ‘buy to leave’ - does 

not support an intervention in this area. The evidence points to very low incidences – less than 

1% of overall sales to overseas buyers in 2014 and 2015.  

 

Secondly, it would be very hard to define ‘buy to leave’. You need to define the problem in 

order to monitor the effectiveness of the policy intervention.  

 

Part B of the policy should be deleted because it is unjustified and ineffective. 

 

Having said that, the HBF and its members remain committed to working with the Mayor to 

increase the number of sales of homes to UK-domestic buyers. To this end many HBF 

members, as well as RSLS, have signed-up to a voluntary scheme – the Mayor’s so-called 

‘First Dibs for Londoners’ initiative – to increase to number of homes sold to London and UK-

based citizens before these are offered to buyers from outside the UK.  

 

James Stevens, MRTPI 

Director for Cities  
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