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Meanwhile Use as Housing  
M23. Would Policy H4 provide a justified and effective approach to encouraging 

meanwhile uses of sites for housing?  

In particular:  

a) Would it make an effective contribution to meeting the London wide housing 

need? Would it be likely to impact on the provision of permanent homes? In 

the absence of a time frame for meanwhile uses, would it be effective? How 

would it ensure the provision of homes that provide good living conditions 

for occupiers?  

b) Would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the 

preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to this 

matter?  

 
The only locations where meanwhile temporary housing seems likely to be 

possible is in areas of regeneration and in large Opportunity Areas. Meanwhile 
uses would not contribute very much to meeting London’s housing need and 
may not be effective. 

 
The main impacts on the provision of permanent homes would be: 

•  the use of construction resources, facilities and materials that could 
deliver permanent homes elsewhere 

•  the possible delay in removing the temporary buildings if acceptable 

alternative accommodation is not available for those occupying them 
 

PROPOSAL: There should be a paragraph 4.4.3A in Policy H4, as follows:- 
Meanwhile housing should be introduced only where there is walkable access to 
adequate public transport and to all types of social services, infrastructure and 

facilities and where waste and other services can be provided. 

 
Off-site construction methods for ‘meanwhile’ homes could provide good living 
conditions, providing the there is good access to the properties and they could 

be provided with waste collection and other services. 
 
PROPOSAL: Policy H4 should have a paragraph 4.4.1B to require that:- 

Occupants of the meanwhile housing should be able to be moved into suitable 
housing within the area to avoid problems with travel to work and to schools. 

 
M23 b) - The policy content would enable Local Plan content on this subject. 
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