
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation  

M21. Does Policy H16 make adequate provision for meeting the need for gypsy and 
traveller accommodation including pitch provision and monitoring? In particular:  

a) Is Policy H16 a justified strategic framework for the preparation of local plans? Should 
accommodation assessments be undertaken at Borough level or should this be done 
London-wide?  

b) Is it justifiable to have a different definition to that in Annex 1 of the Planning Policy 
for Traveller Sites for gypsies and travellers in London?  

c) Is sufficient account taken of the need for temporary stopping places?  

d) Is sufficient account taken of the needs of travelling showpeople?  

e) Is sufficient account taken of the accommodation needs of boat dwellers?  
 
We welcome the Mayor’s new definition for Gypsies and Travellers, as it builds on that set out in Annex 1 
of the Planning Policy, and encompasses a broader range of Gypsies and Travellers who are “hidden” 
from previous needs assessments. The new definition will lead to more accurate assessments of need, 
which will lead to better provision of pitches and accommodation, which will improve the health and 
wellbeing of the Gypsy and Traveller communities in London, and avoid unauthorised encampments 
which can be unhealthy, but also damaging to community cohesion and adds costs to boroughs. 
 
The London Assembly Housing Committee in 2014-15 undertook an investigation of the provision of 
Gypsy and Traveller sites in London which made numerous recommendations to the Mayor and the GLA 
to take action. 
 
The new draft London Plan goes some way to addressing the issues the housing committee previously 
identified. However, it should go further and say that Boroughs must set their own targets for pitches 
and sites based on their needs assessments, and this target will be monitored as a KPI by the GLA. The 
London Plan provides targets for units in all other tenures, in accordance with the GLA’s duty to 
equalities, the London Plan should also seek to gather targets for pitches and sites based on needs 
assessments. 
 


