
 

EIP Secretariat          

Greater London Authority             

City Hall            

The Queen’s Walk 

London           Your reference: 2588 

SE1 2AA            Catherine.Tusien@befirst.London 

 

December 14, 2018      

Dear Madam/Sir, 

Be First (LBBD) representations for the London Plan Matter 20 

 

We write in respect of the above.  Be First is the wholly Council-owned urban regeneration 

vehicle for the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham (LBBD), and undertakes statutory 

planning services for the Council, including Planning Policy.  These representations are 

submitted on behalf of LBBD; hardcopies have been sent in the post to accompany this electronic 

submission.   

 

At this stage of the London Plan consultation, the mayor is asking for feedback on matters of 

soundness. As set out in Paragraph 182 of the NPPF (2012), the Plan should be positively 

prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy.  

 

We are extremely concerned about the over-emphasis on housing delivery on small sites.  

Currently this amounts to 22.9% of the borough’s housing target.  We fail to understand how this 

is justified, particularly given that the Strategic Housing Land and Availability Assessment 

(SHLAA, 2017) indicates that LBBD has the lowest small sites contributions in comparison to 

other London Boroughs in the eight-, ten- and twelve-year trend (see tables 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 in the 

SHLAA).   

 

Furthermore, we consider this inconsistent with local circumstances; within LBBD we must 

focus on utilising the borough’s extensive amount of underutilised industrial land more 

intelligently, if we are to meet our housing targets.   

 

We also query the consistency with Policy H1, which rightly lists a wide range of housing land 

sources.  This therefore provides for flexibility across different boroughs, having regard to 

market signals and local circumstances.  We query how setting strategic expectations for delivery 

on small sites specifically can be considered positive planning, as it does not allow for 

differences between boroughs or, indeed, between inner and outer London.  There is no national 

policy expectation that small site housing targets be set within development plans. 

 

At this stage of the London Plan consultation, the mayor is asking for feedback on matters of 



 

soundness. As set out in Paragraph 182 of the NPPF (2012), the Plan should be positively 

prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy.  

 

Should you have queries and / or wish to discuss the above in more detail, please do not hesitate 

to contact Catherine Tusien of these offices on Catherine.Tusien@befirst.London or 020 8227 

5207. Otherwise I look forward to receiving confirmation of receipt for these representations. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

[signed electronically] 

Caroline Harper 

Chief Planning Director 

For Be First on behalf of the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham 
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