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London Property Alliance  

 

 
Respondent Number: 2730 

 

 
Housing Requirement and Supply, Targets, Small Sites and Monitoring 

  
Housing Supply and Targets – Matter M19 

 

 
 

M19 – Are the overall 10 year housing target[s] for London and the target for the individual 

Boroughs and Corporations set out in Policy H1 A and in Table 4.1 justified and deliverable. In 

particular: 

(f) does the Plan adequately consider the cumulative impacts of other policies on the 

deliverability and viability of housing? 

 

1. The Alliance is concerned about the cumulative impact of the detailed requirements arising 

from the non-strategic policies within the plan, as set out in its initial representations and 

Statement on M7. These would create significant additional burdens upon both local planning 

authorities and applicants.   

2. London First undertook a detailed, focused review of the viability evidence published 

alongside the publication of the draft plan.  This was included within its representations.
1
  The 

analysis: 

a. Demonstrated the cumulative effect of the proposed policies is considerable; 

b. Showed that substantial proportion of the development typologies assessed would 

not be commercially viable; 

c. Raised significant concerns regarding the methodology, costs, values and extent of 

information prepared to support the conclusions reached. 

3. The Alliance concurs with London First’s concerns that a significant proportion of new 

developments will not be able to fully satisfy all emerging policy requirements whilst remaining 

financially viable.  This is consistent with the Alliance’s members’ experience of development 

in Central London. 

4. Suggested response:  The Alliance has suggested, at M7 and M17, changes to Policies GG4, 

GG5 and H1 to emphasise the need to apply policy so as to encourage, not restrain, 

development. 

5. Furthermore, the Alliance: 

a. Objects to the proposed amendment to Policy DF1(A) at MSC.11.1 and requests that 

this is removed.  In view of the viability evidence it is not appropriate for DF1 to pre-
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suppose that site specific viability testing will only be necessary in certain 

circumstances, which paragraph 11.1.3 implies will be limited.  MSC.11.1 

exacerbates this concern, as it strengthens the requirement for development to meet 

all other relevant policy requirements, whilst London First’s viability evidence and the 

experience of the Alliance’s members is that this will not be achievable in a number of 

cases.  

b. Requests that the final sentence of Policy DF1 and paragraph 11.1.3 are both 

removed. 


