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December 14, 2018      

Dear Madam/Sir, 

Be First (LBBD) representations for the London Plan Matter 19 

 

We write in respect of the above. Be First is the wholly Council-owned urban regeneration 

vehicle for the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham (LBBD), and undertakes statutory 

planning services for the Council, including Planning Policy.  These representations are 

submitted on behalf of LBBD; hardcopies have been sent in the post to accompany this electronic 

submission.   

 

At this stage of the London Plan consultation, the mayor is asking for feedback on matters of 

soundness. As set out in Paragraph 182 of the NPPF (2012), the Plan should be positively 

prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy.  

 

Be First welcomes and supports the breadth of housing sources listed in Policy H1, and agrees 

with the implication that achieving ambitious housing targets requires delivery across different 

types of land.  We do not consider further breakdown of housing targets would be justified, or 

consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which stresses the importance 

of understanding local circumstances in determining housing needs, having regard to 

demographics and market signals.  In this respect we are concerned about the London Plan’s 

overemphasis on small sites, and address this in more detail for Matter 20. 

 

We believe the London Mayor should maintain a flexible policy framework whereby boroughs 

decide the specifics of where housing is delivered (including on existing industrial land), based 

on market realities and local circumstances.    

 

We support Policy GG2’s focus on creating high-density, mixed-use places that make the best 

use of land.  The emphasis on utilising brownfield land is consistent with national policy, and we 

consider the push for optimising land justified, given the development needed to support 

London’s population.  As an outer London borough with ambitious development aspirations, we 

also support and encourage the policy recognition that outer London has a key role to play in 

delivering development.  Nevertheless, we also recognise how vital it is for successful 

development to be sufficiently supported by infrastructure and expect the GLA, including TfL, to 



 

assist in funding much needed transport requirements within the plan period.   

 

Should you have queries and / or wish to discuss the above in more detail, please do not hesitate 

to contact Catherine Tusien of these offices on Catherine.Tusien@befirst.London or 020 8227 

5207. Otherwise I look forward to receiving confirmation of receipt for these representations. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

[signed electronically] 

Caroline Harper 

Chief Planning Director 

For Be First on behalf of the London Borough of Barking & Dagenham 
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