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Matter no. 18 

Matter Question (s) 
M18. Will the housing policies achieve the good growth objectives in Policies GG1, GG2, GG3 
and GG4 relating to building strong and healthy communities, making the best use of land, 
creating a healthy city and delivering the homes Londoners need? In particular how will the 
provisions of GG4E regarding ambitious and achievable build-out rates be put into effect? Will 
the provisions of Policy H1 B-F provide an effective strategic context for the preparation of 
local plans and neighbourhood plans? 

 

Summary of Government Response 
 

1. The Government is concerned that paragraph 1.4.4 of supporting text to Policy GG4 
states that Boroughs ‘are not required to take account of nationally-derived local-
level need figures.’  
 

2. Given that the London Plan only sets Borough housing requirements for a 10-year 
period, this is not accurate, because Boroughs will have to plan for more than 10 
years and because for example, a Borough reviewing its plan 3 years after the 
London Plan is published, will only have 7 years of London Plan targets to use.  
 

3. The additional text in the Mayor’s proposed Minor Modifications (MMs) at para 
4.1.8A suggests that where a figure is required beyond 10 years, then Boroughs 
should rely on the 2017 SHLAA results.  This is a point of concern given that 
Boroughs will by then be preparing Local Plans using the 2018 NPPF which would 
expect a housing figure compliant with the standard method for assessing local 
housing need once beyond the London Plan requirement, unless exceptional 
circumstances justify an alternative approach.  
 

4. We have expanded on this point in more detail in our Written Representation to 
Matter M19 where we believe the matter is more explicitly questioned by the Panel. 

 
Resolving the Government’s Concern 
 

5. Refer to Government’s suggested resolutions in our Written Representation to 
Matter 19.  
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