
Hammersmith & Fulham Federation of Tenants and Residents Association and 

Maystar Residents Association. 

 

Statement relating to M18 – Housing Strategies 

 

At a local level Housing Strategies in Hammersmith & Fulham do not seem to 

be working.    We have noted London Tenants Federation figures regarding the 

best and worst boroughs in the league table they have produced for the 

delivery of social rented homes – 2014 – 2017.   I think it would come as a 

surprise to most residents of Hammersmith & Fulham to see that this borough 

is seventh from the bottom of the list.     Everywhere you look in Hammersmith 

& Fulham there are new housing developments springing up. 

 

From my experience of living on the Maystar Estate it seems likely that 

Hammersmith & Fulham Council are possibly unaware of the levels of 

overcrowding in their properties, with adult children moving back to the 

parental home and the number of homeless people, who now that the cold 

weather has arrived,  sleeping rough in communal stairwells or corridors.  

People have even found sleeping in bin sheds. 

Just recently Hammersmith & Fulham Council decided to hold a Conference re 

Homelessness so that we could address some of the issues.    I have been 

attending various Housing Forums yet not once has Homelessness or people 

living in temporary accommodation been on the agenda.  Despite attempts to 

get figures relating  to the number of people  living in temporary 

accommodation and whether this is inside or outside the borough ordinary 

residents are not provided with this information. These people do not have a 

voice. 

I do wonder if Hammersmith & Fulham Council do have a Strategy which they 

are not sharing with us as Residents or if things have just allowed to drift. 

 

Another source of concern which probably relates to all London Boroughs is 

the way in which Communities are being weakened  by Buy to Let Landlords 

who offer short term leases to their tenants or even Airb&b accommodation. 



With their prime concern being ways in which they can maximize the profit on 

their investment.   This is destroying communities as the tenants do not want 

to put their time and energy into communities where they know they will be 

leaving after six months or less.  GP Surgeries, Hospitals, Schools  and other 

facilities are stretched to breaking point and the roads are gridlocked, pumping 

out toxic fumes. 

When an area is identified as a possible site for social housing developments 

then it is our view that other existing structures need to be carefully 

considered in devising strategies which  work for the benefit of local residents 

and local people should definitely be part of any planning groups not just used 

for ticking boxes but having a meaningful part in developing strategies. 

 

Pauline Hutchison 

On behalf of Hammersmith & Fulham Federation of  Tenants and Residents 

Association..  

 

There is also very little support on Estates for residents who may be vulnerable 

due to physical or mental health issuesuynksi  


