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Thurrock Borough Council Written Statement  

 

Draft New London Plan Examination in Public 

 
Respondent no.1613 

Spatial Development Strategy- Matter 16 – The Wider South East and Beyond 

 

M16 (a). How, if at all, should the Plan address the matter of development and 

growth in the wider South East?  

The New London Plan should clearly identify those key strategic priorities and matters 

that have cross-boundary implications for London and the Wider South East. The plan 

should also highlight the collaborative arrangements between the Mayor and Wider 

South East authorities on key cross-boundary matters and issues of mutual benefits as 

far as they are relevant to the London Plan. 

It is considered the New London Plan should have a strategic policy(s) that supports the 

collaboration between the Mayor and Wider South East partners including local 

authorities beyond London. The policy and supporting text should highlight the key 

strategic priorities and the relationships and collaboration that exist. 

Detailed polices in the plan should include appropriate wording where there are issues 

that rely on a relationship with the Wider South East partners to implement policies 

and/or involve collaboration and joint working for mutual benefit. Such policies would 

include housing (due to the annual 1k dwelling shortfall), employment, transport and 

waste. 

 

(b) Are policies SD2 and SD3 necessary, and would they be effective in assisting 

in implementation of the Plan and/or informing a future review of the Plan? 

Policy SD2 –Collaboration in the Wider South East (and supporting text) 

Thurrock Council has previously stated support for Policy SD2 in its submitted 

representations. Thurrock Council welcomes the Mayors ongoing commitment and 

support through the London Plan for continuing engagement and collaboration with the 

WSE authorities.  

The ongoing commitment to collaboration between the Mayor for London and the Wider 

South East Authorities on strategic priorities and inter regional matters should be 

reinforced through policy and supporting text. 
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Elected Members and officers from the East of England and South East England 

authorities have been working with the Mayor of London team since 2013 and calling 

for stronger commitment from the Mayor to this collaboration effort. Collaboration 

between the Mayor and the Wider South East has comprised Wider South East 

Summits, political steering groups and officer working that have covered a range of 

issues and technical evidence. The Mayor has restated his support for collaboration at 

the last WSE Summit and in the draft New London Plan through Policy SD2. 

However Policy SD2 is considered overlong on detail. Thurrock Council endorses the 

East of England LGA written statement on Matter 16 which suggests a revised wording 

to the policy with sub sections B to E deleted (with elements relocated to the supporting 

text) and a new subsection B referencing the intention of the Mayor to work with to 

‘willing partners’.  

 

Policy SD3 – Growth Locations in the Wider South East and beyond (and supporting 

text) 

Written representations submitted from the East of England LGA and local authorities 

including Thurrock Council during the consultation on the draft New London Plan raised 

concern that Policy SD3 was unclear in its intentions and was not clearly focused. 

The wording of Policy SD3 in the draft New London Plan commits the Mayor working 

with relevant WSE partners, Government and other agencies to realise the potential of 

the wider city region through investment in strategic infrastructure to support housing 

and business development in growth locations where there are relationships to London, 

although the title of the Policy suggests this is about growth locations beyond London. 

The Mayor also supports recognition of these growth locations in local plans. 

However whilst the wording of the policy supports strategic infrastructure and growth 

locations outside London the supporting text also seems to focus upon issues relating 

to the delivery of housing growth. The supporting wording seems to suggest the 

possibility of locations beyond the capital being suitable to accommodate not only 

growth generated there, but also some of London’s growth. The willing partners 

approach referred to in the text appeared to relate to longer term contingencies, though 

longer term is not defined. 

The supporting text and figure 2.15 identifies the thirteen WSE Strategic Infrastructure 

Priorities that have been endorsed by the WSE partners through the WSE Political 

Steering Group and Summits. It appears that the Infrastructure Priorities are regarded 

by the Mayor as corridors or Locations for Growth. However in developing these 

infrastructure priorities the authorities beyond London have been clear that their 

purpose is to identify infrastructure priorities, which whilst supporting growth, should not 

necessarily be considered as growth corridors in themselves. Such an approach would 

take them beyond the scope agreed within the Wider South East political arrangements. 
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In its representations Thurrock stated the text in the policy and the wording of 

paragraph 2.36 of the plan should be amended to clarify that these are transport 

infrastructure priorities and it should not be assumed that they are all growth 

corridors/locations for growth as implied by the current wording of the text. 

 

The Draft New London Plan Minor Suggested Changes published in August 2018 

included amendments to Policy SD3 and supporting text. In particular the changes 

clarify that the London Plan aims to accommodate the vast majority rather than all of 

London’s growth within the London boundary. However despite the minor suggested 

changes it is still considered the policy and supporting text lack focus and clarity with 

regard to growth locations and transport infrastructure.  

Representation made on the Draft New London Plan noted paragraph 2.3.3 highlights 

the 1000 annual dwelling shortfall between the identified need in the GLA Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment (SHLAA) and the GLA Strategic Housing Land Availability 

Assessment (SHLAA). This is the only part of the plan that specifically identifies this 

shortfall which is not referred to in the housing chapter of the plan or explicitly 

addressed in the housing policies. The annual dwelling shortfall therefore appears to 

occur from the start of the plan period. However within paragraph 2.3.4 of Policy SD3 

there is reference to planning for long term contingencies. It is still not clear how the 

shortfall is to be addressed with willing partners and to what timescales. 

The wording of the supporting text of Policy SD3 still seems to imply that there are 

growth locations in the WSE that could in the longer term deliver some of the London 

growth as well as local growth. It is considered this would be a matter better dealt with 

in a review of the plan where this can be clearly demonstrated and tested through the 

plan process. 

It is noted from the representations and in the written statement on Matter 16 by the 

East of England LGA that Members and officers have at various stages sought further 

clarification and changes to the Policy SD3.  

Thurrock Council supports the Minor Suggested Changes to Paragraph 2.3.6 (now 

renumbered para 2.3.8A) with regard to the status of the Strategic Transport Priorities. 

The East of England LGA in its Written Statement on Matter 16 is proposing that to 

improve clarity of the New London Plan that Policy SD3 is deleted and that the detailed 

issues of housing shortfall and transport priority corridors are relocated to Housing 

Policy H1 and Transport Policy T10 respectively.  

Thurrock Council supports the amendments and changes suggested by the East of 

England LGA in its Written Statement for Matter 16. 

 

-------------- 


