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Matter no. 16 

Matter Question (s)  
M16. (a) How, if at all, should the Plan address the matter of development and growth in the 
wider South East? (b) Are policies SD2 and SD3 necessary, and would they be effective in 
assisting in implementation of the Plan and/or informing a future review of the Plan?  

 

 
1. The London Plan rightly acknowledges that London is part of the wider South East 

economic and housing market areas.  It will be essential that the London Plan 
establishes clear and meaningful working relationships with the wider south east in 
order to address the planning and development challenges that the wider region 
faces. 
 

2. A key element of these challenges is providing the housing that is needed.  The 
Government is concerned that the assessment of housing need the Mayor has used 
for the purposes of the draft Plan does not reflect the full extent of housing need 
across the capital to tackle affordability, this will be considered later in the 
Examination under Matter M17.  The more specific concern is that the draft Plan 
does not provide enough information to explain the approach the Mayor will take to 
ensure that the housing requirements within the London Plan are delivered, 
including through collaboration with neighbouring areas. 
 

3. The Government also notes the concerns expressed by a number of authorities 
outside London about the potential impact of the Mayor’s Green Belt Policy on the 
Green Belt within those authorities, again this will be considered later in the 
Examination under Matter M65.   
 

4. Policy E7 refers to the potential for substitution of industrial capacity with areas in 
the Wider South East.  This may provide for some useful freeing up of land within 
London, but it is not clear to what extent this has been discussed with authorities 
either within or outside London. 
 

5. The text within Chapter 2 of the London Plan and the response to Preliminary 
Questions by the Mayor is clear that meetings with the Wider South East took place 
at both Officer and Political level.  This is to be welcomed, however, it is not clear 
whether the housing requirement and Green Belt aspects of the London Plan were 
discussed with those planning authorities, or to what extent there was agreement 
upon how those issues are being handled.  This is important given that these issues 
are likely to have an impact on the distribution of housing, and potentially other 
policy areas, between London and the Wider South East. 
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6. The indication within Policies SD2 and SD3 and their supporting paragraphs is that 
such relationships are expected to strengthen with the creation of a new non-
statutory strategic structure covering the South East England Councils, the East of 
England Local Government Association, London Councils and the Mayor.  This is 
welcomed, and the discussions should be structured to deliver clear actions on 
matters of cross regional significance. 

 
The Mayor’s proposed Minor Modifications (MM) and responses to the Panel’s 
Preliminary Questions. 
 

7. The proposed Minor Modifications to the supporting text to Policies SD2 and SD3 
demonstrate the need for, and a stronger commitment to, greater proactive 
strategic cooperation in the Wider South East than the draft London Plan initially 
indicated, this is welcomed.  
 

8. The Minor Modifications accept that not all of the housing need identified in this 
Plan will be met within the GLA’s boundaries.  

 
9. In para 2.3.1 the Mayor accepts that it is prudent to plan for ‘longer-term 

contingencies’ for growth in the wider South East to prevent adding to the existing 
backlog, however he does not demonstrate how he will do this in a way that will 
result in strategic agreement between partners to deliver the homes and other 
development that London and the wider south east needs.  
 

Resolving the Government’s concern 
 

10. The London Plan should contain more specific reference to the actions that the 
Mayor and GLA will undertake to establish and continue working in partnership with 
the authorities in the Wider South East. 
 

11. Secondly, the impacts of these actions should be able to be more easily measured. 
At present the effectiveness of these policies will be difficult to evaluate and there is 
no clear mechanism to demonstrate how the proposed meetings and collaboration 
will result in actions that will advance strategic agreement with Wider South East 
partners on areas of issues of cross regional significance.  
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