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Matter 16 
 
M16. (a) How, if at all, should the Plan address the matter of development and 
growth in the wider South East?  
 
(b) Are policies SD2 and SD3 necessary, and would they be effective in assisting in 
implementation of the Plan and/or informing a future review of the Plan? 
 
Key argument: The Assembly strongly supports the recognition of the need for 
constructive engagement with the wider south east to manage London’s growth 
in a regional context.  Policy SD2 E should therefore be amended to establish a 
more formalised arrangement that might provide confidence to authorities 
outside London that taking some additional growth would be supported by the 
Mayor in terms of assistance with new infrastructure provision. 
 
Summary 
 
Sub-matter a) The Assembly’s view is that the future of London’s development can 
only be considered within the context of the wider south east and its functioning 
urban region. The Inspector’s report on the last Examination concluded that the 
Mayor needed to establish an effective way of working with the planning authorities.  
Subsequently, the Mayor has set up some informal working arrangements and 
partnerships with authorities. 
 
Despite institutional and governance barriers, the compact city approach has never 
meant that London should be divorced from its hinterland, especially in relation to 
strategic issues such as: travel to work, labour markets, industry, housing targets, 
energy, waste, water , surface transports and airports.   
 
There needs to be more formalised support for a research function for the wider 
South East that will enable it to undertake technical research to provide an evidence 
base for policy development and initiatives.   
 
Draft policies SD3 and SD4 are very welcome, but there is a need to go further and a 
‘secretariat’ should be set up to oversee a research function underpinning the 
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assessment of development and potential growth locations.  There needs to be more 
formal arrangements and joint partnerships and this, potentially, would need the 
involvement of MHCLG. 
 
Sub-matter b)  These policies are needed to assist with the implementation of the 
implementation of the Plan.   
 
The Assembly strongly supports the recognition of the need for constructive 
engagement with the wider South East to manage London’s growth in a regional 
context.  Policies SD2 and SD3 would assist in implementing the plan and would 
facilitate the Mayor’s ability to work more collaboratively on issues over which he 
already interrelates with authorities in the wider South East, for example on issues 
such as regional labour markets  
 
In relation to the gap between need and supply identified in the Plan, The Mayor 
needs to give confidence to local authorities so that partnerships can be established 
which would encourage growth.  Additional growth would be supported by the 
Mayor in terms of assistance with new infrastructure provision.  Therefore, Policy 
SD2E should be amended to establish a more formalised arrangement that facilitates 
mutually beneficial and supportive partnerships in relation to housing growth and 
infrastructure outside London’s boundaries.   
 
The Assembly would like the Mayor to go further (see answer to sub question A 
above).  It would be helpful if this Panel recommended that the setting up of a 
secretariat undertaking technical research and providing an evidence base for 
policies and initiatives with a research facility to provide evidence (as mentioned 
under A) should be encouraged.   
 
It would be helpful if any review of the London Plan was seen within the context of a 
joint strategic plan covering London and its functional urban region, providing a 
spatial integrated infrastructure plan. 


