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Examination in Public of the London Plan 
January 2019 

Joint Statement of the Buckinghamshire District Councils 
and Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local Enterprise Partnership (Ref ID: 2890) 
 
Matter 16 
(a) How, if at all, should the Plan address the matter of development and growth in the wider 

South East? 
(b) Are Policies SD2 and SD3 necessary, and would they be effective in assisting in the 

implementation of the Plan and/or informing a future review of the Plan? 
 

1. This Statement is submitted on behalf of the Buckinghamshire District Councils (Aylesbury 
Vale District Council, Chiltern District Council, South Bucks District Council and Wycombe 
District Council), and the Buckinghamshire Thames Valley Local Enterprise Partnership. 

2. There will be no scope to meet the development needs of London within 
Buckinghamshire. Aylesbury Vale DC, Chiltern DC, South Bucks DC, Wycombe DC and 
Bucks Thames Valley LEP have reached agreement as to how Buckinghamshire's housing 
and employment needs will be accommodated in local plans in the county up to 2033. 
Evidence shows that housing need originating in Chiltern, South Bucks and Wycombe 
Districts will exceed their capacity due to constraints including Green Belt and AONB. The 
unmet housing need originating in southern Buckinghamshire will be provided for in the 
Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan. Linked to this, there will be a re-distribution of economic 
growth from the three southern districts to Aylesbury Vale District. The level of housing 
growth that Aylesbury Vale DC is expecting to deliver to 2033 is ambitious but achievable. 
Aylesbury Vale is already delivering large numbers of homes into the market; its new 
housing supply outperformed all other authorities in the Cambridge – Milton Keynes – 
Oxford Corridor between 2011 and 2015. To build upon this track record and deliver 
homes at the rates required to meet Buckinghamshire's needs amounts to a step-change 
in housing delivery in Aylesbury Vale and will require a large number of actions to be 
taken by a range of different partners. 

3. We support the London Plan emphasis on joint working between the Mayor and willing 
partners for housing and/or economic growth in the wider South East and beyond, where 
investment in strategic infrastructure has the potential to support development and secure 
mutual benefits for London and the partner(s) concerned. Though the Draft Plan 

https://www.buckstvlep.co.uk/


Page 2 of 2 
 

acknowledges the strategic and longer-term nature of such partnerships, including 
investment in public transport and the likely need to secure infrastructure funding to 
unlock opportunities, no specific partnerships are identified in the Draft Plan. Nor does the 
Draft Plan explain how the 'willing partner' process will work in practice. Further detail is 
required in the text supporting Policy SD3 in order to avoid creating uncertainty in the 
wider South East and to avoid unnecessary risks for London's future success. The Plan 
should also include a clear and unambiguous policy commitment that in the event the 
Mayor is not able to enter into partnerships that will deliver sufficient and timely growth to 
accommodate any shortfall between London's development needs and development 
capacity to 2039, then the whole of the shortfall will be provided for within the Capital. 

4. The inclusion of the 13 Initial Strategic Infrastructure Priorities endorsed by the grouping 
of wider South East partners is supported. The text accompanying Figure 2.15 should 
clarify that the list of 13 priorities may evolve over the life-time of the Plan as existing 
schemes such as the Cambridge – Milton Keynes – Oxford corridor progress and/or new 
priorities emerge, including connectivity to London, Heathrow and Old Oak Common. We 
support the recognition that any additional growth opportunities unlocked by the 
infrastructure investment may be required to meet South East demands, rather than those 
from London. Capacity and the scope for additional development vary locally within the 
South East and it is rightly a matter for local leadership to determine how to meet needs in 
a sustainable manner. 

5. The statement in Policy SD2 (E) that the Mayor will work with relevant wider South East 
partners to find solutions to shared strategic concerns is supported. Although the list of 
issues in (E) is not intended to be exhaustive, Heathrow Airport is a significant omission. 


