
 

Examination in Public of the London Plan 

January 2019 

Draft Statement of Buckinghamshire County Councils (Ref ID: 1048) 

 

 

 

Matter 16 

(a) How, if at all, should the Plan address the matter of development and growth in the 
wider South East? 

(b) Are Policies SD2 and SD3 necessary, and would they be effective in assisting in the 
implementation of the Plan and/or informing a future review of the Plan? 

 

It is recognised that London is not an island and is significantly larger than other centres in 
the Wider South East, however it is part of an extensive and complex network of centres of 
different sizes and functions. Some of these centres are of considerable strategic 
importance in their own right and are a focus of their own sub-regional networks of centres. 
In Buckinghamshire, the sub-regional centre can be significantly impacted by the 
development in London.  

 

There are strong links between Buckinghamshire and Greater London and therefore 
considerable opportunities through the strategic spatial planning process to explore barriers 
to housing and infrastructure delivery (including ‘smart’ solutions; factors that influence 
economic prosperity; the need to tackle climate change (including water management and 
flood risk); improvements to the environment (including air quality) and waste 
management. The Mayors London Plan and the development plan in Buckinghamshire is the 
framework through which through which the policies can be framed to working across 
administrative boundaries to influence economic growth and deliver and improve 
infrastructure.  

 

We support the London Plan emphasis on joint working between the Mayor and willing 
partners for housing and/or economic growth in the wider South East and beyond, where 
investment in strategic infrastructure has the potential to support development and secure 
mutual benefits for London and the partner(s) concerned. Though the Draft Plan 
acknowledges the strategic and longer-term nature of such partnerships, including 
investment in public transport and the likely need to secure infrastructure funding to unlock 
opportunities, no specific partnerships are identified in the Draft Plan. Through the London 
Plan preparation the Mayor has failed to engage with the willing strategic partners such as 
Buckinghamshire County Council to explore what are the County Council’s strategic 
objectives and needs and how we can work together to deliver these objectives across the 
organisations. 

 



The Draft Plan fails to explain how the 'willing partner' process will work in practice and 
therefore further detail is required in the text supporting Policy SD3 in order to avoid 
creating uncertainty in the wider South East and to avoid unnecessary risks for London's 
future success and for Buckinghamshire. The Plan should also include a clear and 
unambiguous policy commitment that sets out that in the event the Mayor is not able to 
enter into partnerships that will deliver sufficient and timely growth to accommodate any 
shortfall between London's development needs and development capacity to 2039, then 
how will the whole of the shortfall will be provided for within the Capital. 

 

The inclusion of the 13 Initial Strategic Infrastructure Priorities endorsed by the grouping of 
wider South East partners is supported. The text accompanying Figure 2.15 should clarify 
that the list of 13 priorities may evolve over the life-time of the Plan as existing schemes 
such as the Cambridge – Milton Keynes – Oxford corridor progress and/or new priorities 
emerge, including connectivity to London, Heathrow and Old Oak Common. We support the 
recognition that any additional growth opportunities unlocked by the infrastructure 
investment may be required to meet South East demands, rather than those from London. 
Capacity and the scope for additional development vary locally within the South East and it 
is rightly a matter for local leadership to determine how to meet needs in a sustainable 
manner. 

 

To conclude that Buckinghamshire County Council is a willing partner and is keen to engage 

with the Mayor to explore opportunities to work across the boundaries. There are many 

challenges facing the county to upgrade and improve transport infrastructure from the 

capital and through the county and to work collective to prioritise programmes across the 

growth corridors. The County Council would be willing start a dialogue with the mayor to 

explore how we can work collaboratively to deliver wider economic, social and 

environmental benefits.  

 

 

 

 

 


