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M13. Would the Plan be effective in ensuring that adequate physical, environmental and 

social infrastructure is in place in a timely manner to support the amount and type of 

development proposed? In particular:  

a)  Is the development proposed in the Plan dependent on the provision of the  

infrastructure identified in the London Infrastructure Plan 2050  

[NLP/EC/020]?  

 

b)  If so, is the strategy justified and would it be effective, bearing in mind  

that the delivery of some of the infrastructure projects is not certain and that 

there is an identified infrastructure funding gap of at least £3.1billion per year?  

 

c)  What, if any, strategic infrastructure other than that identified in the London 

Infrastructure Plan 2050 is likely to be needed to support the development 

proposed in the Plan? 

 

1. Development in the plan is dependent on the necessary supporting infrastructure being in 

place or provided in a timely manner. Without this the plan is not justified. However, the 

draft plan places insufficient emphasis on environmentally sustainable infrastructure which 

London must embrace if it is to become zero carbon and address other challenges, such as 

air pollution.   

2. The London Infrastructure Plan 2050 has serious shortcomings, as others have pointed out 

(for example Just Space) and provides an inadequate basis for supporting the amount and 

type of development proposed in the London Plan at least not in a way that would deliver 

sustainable development. This is unsurprising as the Infrastructure Plan was not subject to 

Strategic Environmental Assessment or testing through Examination as is required for the 

London Plan.    

3. London urgently needs measures to tackle its unsustainable infrastructure and ensure all 

new infrastructure provided is sustainable and resilient. In order for the plan to be effective 

in ensuring that adequate infrastructure is in place to support the amount and type of 

development and meet wider plan objectives,  such as the zero carbon target, stronger 

measures and policies are needed. The plan needs more effective policies and measures on 

renewable energy infrastructure,  green infrastructure,  waste infrastructure, sustainable 

drainage and transport.  

4. Infrastructure schemes, including transport schemes, that would lead to a worsening of air 

quality or undermine the goal for London to become zero carbon should be scrapped and 

replaced by sustainable alternatives. Consideration should be given to extending the Ultra 

Low Emission Zone to outer London (beyond the north and south circulars); supporting an 

expansion in river freight; and setting higher targets for a modal shift towards cycling and 

walking.  



 

 

5. Around 80% of London’s greenhouse gas emissions are from buildings.  Achieving the 

Mayor’s target for London to become zero carbon will investment in and planning for 

sustainable energy infrastructure alongside energy efficiency improvements.    

6. The London Plan should provide a clear commitment to deliver clean, renewable energy 

infrastructure in London.  This should include strengthening the requirement for on-site 

renewable energy to be provided as part of major schemes and for provision to be made as 

part of all new development. The potential for solar energy in London is considerable, as the 

Mayor acknowledges (Solar Action Plan 2018). The sector would thrive given a supportive, 

strategic planning framework.  With appropriate modification the London Plan could offer 

this. 
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