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Friends of the Earth (755) 

M12. Is the broad spatial distribution of housing and employment development proposed 

in the Plan, including between inner and outer London, justified and would it contribute 

to the objective of achieving sustainable development particularly in terms of minimising 

the need to travel and maximising the use of sustainable transport modes; building a 

strong, competitive economy; creating healthy, inclusive communities; and respecting 

the character and appearance of different parts of London? 

1. While it is appreciated that the Plan has sought to strike a balance between development 

planned for inner and outer London it is doubtful whether the level of growth proposed is 

either achievable or sustainable. Due to the overall scale of development, this makes it 

difficult to reach a conclusion as to whether the broad spatial distribution of housing and 

employment development the Plan proposes is justified and would contribute to sustainable 

development. 

2. It is essential that new development is supported by the necessary infrastructure - either in 

place or provided in a timely manner - if it is to be sustainable. At present it is unclear how 

the infrastructure funding gap is to be closed.  

3.  Intensification is one of the key policy mechanisms the plan proposes to facilitate growth. 

Broadly, the approach of increasing the density of development is supported, provided  the 

approach applied is sensitive to context and does not assume higher densities are 

appropriate or sustainable everywhere. Outer London suburbs vary widely in their 

suitability for intensification. Public transport may vary in places with the same PTAL score, 

for example the frequency of underground and overground rail services can differ. Other 

factors affect the scope for intensification, including an area’s character, need to retain trees, 

green space and gardens and other amenity considerations. These points are particularly 

relevant to outer London in places where the plan approach would seek to increase density, 

though apply to parts of inner London too.  For development to be sustainable, the 

distribution of growth should be sensitive to the varying circumstances of London’s suburbs 

and their capacity to sustainably accommodate growth.  

4.  We suggest an approach based around reducing the need to travel, improving local access 

to jobs and services, while retaining the Plan’s focus for growth around transport hubs and 

on brownfield sites, would offer a better prospect for achieving sustainable development. 

Such an approach would better recognise London’s diverse places and communities that 

exist beyond the Central Activities Zone, Opportunity Areas and town centres, though a 

focus on these areas remains important too.  

5. Given that the suburbs are to accommodate much of London’s growth and the prominent 

role the Plan gives to small sites, the Lifetime Neighbourhoods concept remains relevant, 

articulating sound planning principles to guide development in a range of different 

circumstances throughout London and should be carried forward to the new Plan.  Lifetime 

Neighbourhoods place an emphasis on providing key amenities, including green space, and 

job opportunities locally preferably within walking distance, provision of smaller scale 

infrastructure, rather than commuter routes, walking and cycling and increasing 

accessibility and connectivity locally.  



 

 

6. Developments carried out with a view to creating Lifetime Neighbourhoods are more likely 

to provide for healthy, inclusive communities, maximise the use of sustainable transport 

modes and respect the character and identify of different parts of London. The concept can 

be scaled up to that of ‘Lifetime Suburbs’, as Just Space note in their consultation response.  

It would be helpful if a similar approach to the current London Plan Lifetime 

Neighbourhoods Policy 7.1 (and paragraphs 7.4 and 7.4a), omitted from the draft plan, were 

taken forward into the final version of the London Plan. 
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