
 

 

London Plan Examination in Public,  Matter 11 Overall Spatial Development Strategy 

Friends of the Earth  (755) 

M11. Is the strategic approach to accommodating development needs within London 

justified and consistent with national policy? In particular: 

a) Is the focus on the Central Activities Zone, Town Centres, Opportunity Areas and 

through the intensification of existing built-up areas in inner and outer London whilst 

protecting the Green Belt and Metropolitan Open Land justified and would it be effective 

in meeting identified needs and achieving sustainable development? 

b) Alternatively, should some of London’s development needs be met through reviewing 

Green Belt and Metropolitan Open Land in London? 

1. We consider the strategic approach to accommodating development needs within London 

while protecting the Green Belt and MoL justified, subject to the following caveats: 

2. First, with regard to ‘development needs’ quality, type, affordability and the ability of places 

to sustainably accommodate development are key considerations.   A higher proportion of 

new homes delivered in London need to be genuinely affordable to people on low to 

medium incomes. And in the drive to build more homes, there remains a need for family 

housing, alongside smaller homes and to protect green space, wildlife habitats, and the 

quality of the public realm. 

3. Second, while it is right to make efficient use of land and there is a role for intensification, 

this should be carried out in a way that is sensitive to the context and place in order to avoid 

overdevelopment and the harm this can cause; provides for a mix of different types of 

housing (including affordable housing and homes for families) and employment 

opportunities with space for nature and people. Significant improvements in public 

transport capacity will need to be made to serve the increase in passengers.  Wider 

infrastructure improvements will also be needed to serve the needs of the increased 

population and make London’s infrastructure sustainable and resilient.  Amendments to the 

draft London Plan policies will be essential to address these matters.  

4. We do not consider London’s development needs should be met through Green Belt and 

MoL reviews.  Green Belt and MoL provide multiple benefits and should be given the highest 

protection, which the plan recognises.    

 

07-12-18 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Earth England, Wales and Northern Ireland  

The Printworks, First Floor, 139 Clapham Road, London SW9 0HP Friends of the Earth Limited, company number 

1012357, registered in England and Wales. 


