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LONDON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (LSDC)  

RESPONSE TO DRAFT “SHAPING NEIGHBOURHOODS: CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
PLAY AND INFORMAL RECREATION” SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE 

Introduction 

The London Sustainable Development Commission (LSDC) was established in 2002 to advise the 
Mayor of London on ways to make London a sustainable, world-class city. The Commission is an 
independent body advising, supporting and challenging policy makers to promote a better quality of 
life for all Londoners, both now and in the future, whilst also considering London’s wider global 
impacts.  

Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance 

The LSDC welcomes the recognition of the importance and benefits of play in natural spaces and the 
planned approach to exploring opportunities for this across London, especially given the fact that 
two-thirds of London’s area is made up of green spaces or water and a significant proportion of 
children do not have regular contact with nature for informal play1. 

We welcome reference to our recent report ‘Sowing the Seeds’2, although it would be useful to refer 
further to the 12 recommendations contained in the report and consider how the SPG can help to 
deliver them, making these links within the text.  The National Trust study ‘Natural Childhood’3 that 
has recently received much publicity would also be worth referencing. 

In the pursuit of making natural play more widely available and accessed in London, we particularly 
welcome the recognition of the importance of: 

1. Public spaces, parks and open spaces and their informal play opportunities and the ambition to 
transform them into multifunctional spaces meeting the needs of a wide range of people 

2. Encouragement of innovative approaches to play 
3. The role of schools grounds 
4. The requirement of a plan based approach through play strategies 
5. Encouragement of inspiring design 

 
There is an opportunity to further emphasise the opportunity for natural play in all elements of the 
SPG.  An increased number of case studies demonstrating natural play would be one way to achieve 
this - many case studies can be accessed in our ‘Sowing the Seeds’ report. 

                                                            

1
 http://www.londonsdc.org/documents/Sowing%20the%20Seeds%20-%20Full%20Report.pdf 
2
 http://www.londonsdc.org/documents/Sowing%20the%20Seeds%20-%20Full%20Report.pdf 
3
 http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/servlet/file/store5/item789980/version2/natural_childhood.pdf 

http://www.londonsdc.org/documents/Sowing%20the%20Seeds%20-%20Full%20Report.pdf
http://www.londonsdc.org/documents/Sowing%20the%20Seeds%20-%20Full%20Report.pdf
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/servlet/file/store5/item789980/version2/natural_childhood.pdf
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Specific Comments 

PAGE/SECTION COMMENT 

P4, Policy 3.6 We recommend mention ‘natural spaces’ under “Strategic – A” and 
reference to LSDC’s ‘Sowing the Seeds’ report under “LDF preparation – 
C”. 
 

P4, Section 1.8 We recommend inclusion of educators and parents who also have a key 
role alongside the landscape architects and urban designers mentioned. 

P5, Figure 1.1 We recommend the inclusion of the ‘All London Green Grid’ and how this 
feeds into the process. 

P8, Section 2.3 We consider it important to say here what the new National Planning 
Policy Framework says about Green Infrastructure and open/green 
spaces. 

P8, Section 2.4 We recommend that a mention of London wide policies on Green 
Infrastructure and open/green spaces is included. 

P10, Table 2.1 This categorisation is useful, however we recommend inclusion of smaller, 
non-linear spaces close to people’s homes.  These green and wild 
‘patches’ often provide the all important ‘on the doorstep’ contact with 
nature that give opportunities for informal play. 

P11, Section 2.14 We welcome the reference to Green Infrastructure, but we recommend 
that the SPG stresses further the opportunity to design in GI so that 
multiple benefits, including for natural play, can accrue.  Perhaps this 
could be mentioned under 2.11. 

P13, Section 2.15 We recommend inclusion of contact with nature and natural play 
opportunities. 

P14, Figure 2.2 We recommend inclusion of the All London Green Grid and how this 
should inform the other strategies in the flow diagram. 

P18, Section 3.3 We welcome the mention of access to nature as a key element for a good 
play space. 

P21, Section 3.10 We welcome the emphasis on healthy lifestyles and the recognition of the 
health benefits of green spaces. There are further case studies in LSDC’s 
‘Sowing the Seeds’ report which might be of interest. 

P32-35 We welcome these pages on Access to Nature and also the mention of the 
12 recommendations from our ‘Sowing the Seeds’ report.  We would 
suggest that it would be helpful to list all of the recommendations and 
draw out the need to go beyond the questions of provision (as addressed 
in Areas of Deficiency approach) to more concerted promotion of use by 
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children as emphasised in ‘Sowing the Seeds’.  This shift is needed if we 
are to realise the benefits described. 

P36 Our ‘Sowing the Seeds’ report considers the importance of risk-benefit 
analysis in terms of assessing safety and security and not making these 
barriers to natural play.  We would recommend further consideration of 
the role of risk-benefit analysis as a way of overcoming perceived barriers 
in this area. 

P41 We recommend inclusion of a case study showing the benefits of natural 
areas for play in terms of maintenance.  Such spaces often require lower 
maintenance, yet deliver more stimulating and beneficial play 
environments. 

P49, Section 4.6 We recommend that reference to the open space categorisation should be 
included as part of the audit process (taking into account our 
recommendation to include smaller spaces as on P10 above). 

P53, Section 4.21 We welcome the reference to reports on the provision of access to nature.  
We recommend including the importance of promoting use as well as 
provision (see comments for P32-35 above). 

P73, Section 5.7 We welcome and very much support the reference to the engagement of 
children in creating their play spaces, which is a fundamental principle and 
one that emerges from our ‘Sowing the Seeds’ report.  Engagement in 
natural play spaces provides huge educational opportunities and research 
referenced in our report has shown that ensuring this engagement before 
the age of 11 increases affinity and concern for the natural world in later 
life.  This encourages fundamental social capital to help drive 
environmental protection for the future. 

P77 Our ‘Sowing the Seeds’ report references the costs of certain natural play 
interventions and we recommend that it would be useful to reference this 
or include as a case study. 

 

 

Conclusion 

This is a very useful document, which has the potential to make a major contribution to the delivery of 
the London Plan’s ambitions.  We believe that it could be strengthened by taking account of our 
comments above. 

 

 


