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School: The Livity School, Lambeth  

Type of School: Special   

Amount Received: £500  



 
 
 
 
 

Project aims 
 
We have built 9 small sized planters, soil, seeds, gardening tools and gardening accessories. 
This has allowed the Early Year’s to set up the sensory gardening to continue to grow plants 
and herbs for the coming years. We have sown many vegetables and herbs during spring 
time, a lot of radishes and carrots are doing well while some of the herbs are growing. We 
also have beetroots and spinach becoming strong. We will have good selections of crop if 
we continue to have warm weather. 
 
This sensory garden is placed in the annex of the Early Year’s playground and has provided 
the children with a positive and fun atmosphere to experience the outdoors. Without 
affecting their playground area, this sensory garden helps the children to learn and 
experience nature by having plants and insects for them to touch, feel, explore and look 
after. The garden also provides a safe access to outdoor space for children with learning 
disabilities enhancing their education experience. The children enjoyed planting their seeds 
and seeing them grow. We purchased raised planters to make them accessible to all the 
children.  
 

Key project data 
 
We have two classes in the Early Years, consisting of 15 pupils with various disabilities and 
complex needs, 8 staff including two teachers, 2 parents and 4 volunteers who helped to set 
up the garden. The children chose the seeds and the staff helped the children to prepare the 
sowing trays. Once the seedlings were big enough, they were moved into the big planters. 

Project success and impact 
 
The project has given the Early Year’s children many benefits and it has created a positive 
and fun atmosphere, especially as an outdoor sensory garden giving the children outdoor 
experience and safe access to outdoor spaces for children with learning disabilities. This part 
of the garden facilitates the need to connect with nature and outdoors in a simple and 
timely manner. This sensory garden has helped in their development of their 
communication skills and build their confidence, be creative and work on something they 
can see clear results from their input.  
 
The garden not only provide a learning environment but a sensory garden to help some 
children with learning disabilities to see plants and flowers and fruits which would not be 
possible if they have to travel to somewhere else. 
 



Quotes from pupils 
 
When the plants were growing, some of the children were amazed and communicated their 
surprises like ‘Wow’, ‘it’s fun’, some used symbols to express their joy. They were able to 
smell and touch some of the plants. While other children find this garden fun and 
entertaining. They like the idea of eating the produce from the garden like radishes and 
herbs in their cooking sessions. They share the vegetables with each other during snack 
time.  
 

Quotes from teachers 
 
“We have been able to use the garden as part of our ‘Build a garden’ topic, encouraging the 
children to plant seeds, water, make labels for the garden, birdfeeders and signs. Children 
have enjoyed all aspects and we now ‘tasking’ and using the herbs and vegetable grown 
within snack and cookery sessions.” 

Quotes from parents/volunteers 
 
“The garden has allowed parents/volunteers to help in school and ‘it’s amazing’ seeing the 
children’s expressions when they see the garden, ‘it’s just great’ and ‘it’s lovely’. We enjoy 
the garden and a positive environment. It has made an impact on the early years’ children 
and also enhanced the playground terrace for them.” 

 


