
 

MINUTES  
 

Meeting:  London Food Board  
Date:  Friday 22 March 2019  
Time:  14.00 pm  
Place:  The Food Exchange, London, 

SW8 5EL 
 
Agendas and minutes of the meetings of the London Food Board and its subordinate bodies are 
published at https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/business-and-economy/food/london-food-
board (except in those cases where information may be exempt from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act). Meetings are not held in public and are only open to those invited to 
attend by the Chair. 
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GLA Officers: 

Claire Pritchard (Chair) Liam Weeks, Principal Policy Officer (minutes) 
Sarah Williams (job share) 
Kemi Atijosan  
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Professor Corinna Hawkes (job share) 
Angela Malik 
Anna Taylor 
Dee Woods 
Helen Evans 
Jo Ralling 
Dr Melanie Smith 

Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer 
Genevieve D’Souza, Senior Project and Policy 
Officer 
Jamie Izzard, Senior Manager – SMEs, Food 
& LEAP  

Rosalind Louth, Senior Delivery Manager, 
Health 
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1. Introductions, apologies and declarations of interest (Item 1) 
 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Andrew Opie, Professor Tim Lang (job 

share with Professor Corinna Hawkes), Tim Baker, Laura Wellesley and Kath 
Dalmeny (job share with Sarah Williams). 

 

2. Chair’s update (Item 2) 
 
2.1 The Chair updated the group on the relevant meetings she has attended in her role 

as Chair since the previous meeting. This has included a meeting with the Mayor 
where he expressed his gratitude to the London Food Board for its contribution to the 
development of the London Food Strategy. The meeting was also used to discuss 
the TfL advertising restrictions, the ways in which boroughs and other partners can 
embed the principles of the Food Strategy into their workplans, the Healthier Catering 
Commitment, examples of best practice to support early years nutrition and the 
potential to capture the social value of food businesses receiving GLA funding.  
 

2.2 The Chair attended the Consumer Goods Forum (CGF) global Health & Wellbeing 
Board meeting to outline the Collaboration for Healthier Lives (CHL) initiative. The 
Greater London Authority (GLA) has helped convene CGF members with local 
partners and public health teams as part of the CHL UK pilot in Southwark and 
Lambeth and GLA officers will continue to contribute to discussions. 
 

2.3 The GLA hosted an ‘Empowering Good Infant Nutrition in London’ conference at City 
Hall in partnership with First Steps Nutrition Trust on 1 March 2019. The event 
targeted commissioners and a series of organisations and programmes including the 
Unicef UK Baby Friendly Initiative, Healthy Early Years London and HENRY (Health, 
Exercise, Nutrition for the Really Young) highlighted the importance and benefits of 
investing in infant nutrition. The GLA will continue to convene partners to produce an 
action plan by 2020 for making London a ‘Baby Friendly’ city.   
 

2.4 The winners of the Urban Food Awards 2019 were announced at a celebration event 
held at City Hall on 20 March. The awards, delivered in partnership by the Mayor of 
London and London Food Link, recognised a breadth of projects and people 
improving London’s food system. For the first time, a ‘Women in Food’ category 
profiled a number of inspirational women doing great things for food in London, who 
have all been featured in the Jellied Eel magazine and the Evening Standard.  The 
Chair spoke of how the awards reflected the new London Food Strategy and 
suggested that the Mayor should be involved in the awards ceremony next year. 

 
2.5 The Chair has led discussions at the London Resilience Brexit Contingency Food 

Sub-Group, which has also been attended by officers in the GLA Food Team, other 
Board members and representatives of the hospitality and retail sectors. The group 
was established to explore the impacts of a no-deal Brexit on the supply and 
distribution of food, including impacts on vulnerable Londoners. The London 
Resilience Forum reports to the government on a daily basis whilst external 
organisations such as the Trussell Trust have reported on any increases in the 
demand for food bank services.  
 

https://www.theconsumergoodsforum.com/initiatives/health-wellness/key-projects/collaboration-for-healthier-lives/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/mar19_women_in_food/
https://www.standard.co.uk/go/london/restaurants/urban-food-awards-2019-asma-khan-a4097571.html
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2.6 The Chair met with the Corporation of London to discuss the proposed consolidation 
of London’s wholesale markets. The proposal to consolidate operations currently 
based in Smithfield, Billingsgate, Spitalfields and New Spitalfields will have significant 
implications for London’s food supply and a consultation on the proposals will take 
place over the summer. Representatives of the Corporation of London leading on the 
proposals will present to members at the next Board meeting in June.  
 

3. London Child Obesity Taskforce update (Item 3) 
 
3.1 Professor Corinna Hawkes, Vice Chair of the London Child Obesity Taskforce, 

informed members that the Taskforce is developing a vision document to circulate in 
May.  
 

3.2 Taskforce members have carried out sector engagement exercises to inform a list of 
priorities and actions which will be shortlisted. Officers in the GLA Food Team will 
provide feedback on initial drafts of an action plan which is due to be published in the 
summer.  

 

4. London Markets Board update (Item 4) 
 
4.1 Helen Evans provided an update on the upcoming priorities for the Mayor’s London 

Markets Board and the GLA Street and Covered Markets programme. 
 

4.2 The Markets Board has established a legislation working group to review the way in 
which the London Local Authorities Act is being interpreted differently across 
boroughs. Whilst the Mayor and Markets Board are unable to change the legislation, 
a best practice guide will be developed to identify the legislation’s underlying 
challenges.    
 

4.3 London will host the 10th International Public Markets Conference between 6-8 June 
2019. This is an opportunity to showcase the best of London’s markets. The 
conference programme is based on three overarching themes – impact, innovation 
and inclusion. The conference is expected to be attended by over 300 experts and 
practitioners in markets, development, health and placemaking from around the 
world. Delegates will attend a series of mobile workshops, panel discussions and 
market tours over the course of the conference. This will not only provide an 
opportunity to showcase best practice but also invite those attending to suggest 
solutions to some of the biggest challenges public markets face in London. 
 

4.4 A key focus and aspect of the Conference’s legacy is ‘Tomorrow’s Market’, a new 
and innovative business support programme aimed at supporting new traders into the 
sector, enabling on-the-job learning opportunities and facilitating networking and 
skills growth. It has been developed to address a range of challenges facing London’s 
markets including an ageing workforce and a lack of affordable training and support 
for new traders. 15 businesses are currently being shortlisted to receive support and 
the programme is seeking match funding to scale following an initial 2-year pilot.  
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5. London Boroughs Food Group update (Item 5) 
 
5.1 Dr Helen Crawley, Chair of the London Boroughs Food Group, provided an update 

on the meeting which took place on 13 March 2019.  
 

5.2 PHE London briefed attendees on the Superzones pilot proposed in the London 
Health and Social Care Devolution MOU. 13 participating boroughs are currently 
developing action plans to establish healthy 400m zones around selected schools 
which will focus on the food environment, air quality, gambling and smoking.  
 

5.3 The Food Foundation presented on their recently published report, ‘The Broken 
Plate’, which takes a whole systems approach to exploring the UK’s food system and 
focuses on 10 indicators that are contributing to a flawed food system that is 
damaging our health and economy. The report’s recommendations vary from actions 
to promote healthier options (e.g. including public funding for marketing fruit and veg 
within the scope of the new agriculture policy) to measures clamping down on 
unhealthy food (e.g. stopping price promotions on HFSS products). The report also 
calls on incentivising the production and supply of healthier food by harnessing the 
power of public procurement and working with investors to incentivise change in the 
food industry.  
 

5.4 Colleagues from Kingston’s public health team presented on the development of the 
borough’s Food Poverty Action Plan following a successful bid for GLA funding in 
2018. Having commissioned Kingston Voluntary Action (KVA) to coordinate the 
development of the plan, a local needs assessment identified significant pockets of 
deprivation and health inequalities in the borough which correlated with high obesity 
rates in the most deprived parts of the borough. The plan also identified a large 
refugee community with significant health inequalities and food needs. Data collection 
and VCS partner engagement exercises scoped the underlying drivers and impacts 
of food insecurity in the borough and Kingston public health and KVA engaged a 
cross-sectoral partnership to establish 4 key aims and launched the final plan at the 
2019 KVA Health Conference. A Food Poverty Action Group consisting of agencies 
involved in the plan’s development has been established to embed its aims across 
the borough’s work over the next 2 years and agree measurable targets with those 
responsible for its implementation.  
 

5.5 Mytime Active, a social enterprise that aims to empower communities to live healthier 
lives, outlined the ‘Mind Exercise Nutrition…Do it’ (MEND) programme which has 
been commissioned in 4 boroughs. The programme consists of various strands 
including a MEND Mums 6-week Healthy Lifestyle project which supports post-natal 
mothers through nutrition workshops and physical activity sessions. 
 

5.6 The next meeting will take place in CR4 at City Hall between 14:00-16:00 on 
Thursday 20 June.  

 

6. The London Food Strategy Implementation Plan – an overview (Item 6) 
 
6.1 Liam Weeks, Principal Policy Officer in the GLA Food Policy Team, presented an 

overview of the London Food Strategy’s Implementation Plan. It outlines the actions 
accompanying the Mayoral commitments within the main strategy document that the 

https://foodfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/The-Broken-Plate.pdf
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/The-Broken-Plate.pdf
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Mayor will take between 2018 and 2023. It also provides delivery timescales and 
information on how progress will be measured and reported upon.  
 

6.2 The Implementation Plan will be reviewed and updated every two years to reflect the 
cumulative London-wide activity required to achieve many of the strategy’s longer-
term objectives. Future iterations of the plan will include commitments reflecting the 
strategy’s long-term objectives as the Mayor works with partners across the food 
system to develop new approaches and initiatives.  
 

6.3 A set of indicators for each of the strategy’s chapters has been published on the 
London Datastore. These indicators have been selected to accompany the strategy’s 
aims and priorities. For example, an indicator for the value of food procured through 
the Procurement Across London network reflects the Mayor’s aim to work with public 
sector partners to improve their food procurement for the communities they serve in 
chapter 3, ‘Good Food in Community Settings and Public Institutions’. However, the 
indicators are not targets as they are affected by a range of external factors that are 
predominantly beyond the Mayor’s control. They will be measured alongside the 
Implementation Plan to help measure the long-term impact of the strategy but are 
primarily intended to provide an overarching picture of London’s food system and 
improve awareness.  
 

6.4 GLA Food Team Officers will continue to work closely with members to identify 
opportunities for input and collaboration and use the London Food Programme to 
deliver against the Implementation Plan.  
 

7. Implementing the London Food Strategy – forward planning 
 
7.1 In order to structure the ongoing contribution of members and map their input against 

the London Food Strategy’s Implementation Plan, GLA Food Team Officers have 
created a template worksheet and implementation tracker.  
 

7.2 Each member will be able to edit and update an individual worksheet against the 
implementation tracker on an ongoing basis. The worksheet includes opportunities 
for members to identify relevant networks, organisations, events and datasets that 
could support specific priorities within the implementation plan. It also allows 
members to highlight any evidence or intelligence gaps that might exist in relation to 
the Mayor’s commitments which could help support shape future interventions.  
 

7.3 DECISIONS: 
 

(a) Food policy officers to circulate implementation tracker and individual 
worksheets to members to edit and complete ahead of the next meeting.   

 
8. Date of next meeting 
 
8.1 21st June 2019 – 10am 
 
11. Close of meeting 

 

 

https://data.london.gov.uk/food-strategy/
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Contact Officer:  Liam Weeks, Principal Policy Officer, 

Telephone:    0207 983 4021 

Email:   liam.weeks@london.gov.uk 

 

mailto:liam.weeks@london.gov.uk

