
 

MINUTES  
 

Meeting:  London Food Board  
Date:  Friday 21 June 2019  
Time:  10.00 am  
Place:  Guildhall, Gresham Street, 

London, EC2V 7HH 
 
Agendas and minutes of the meetings of the London Food Board and its subordinate bodies are 
published at https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/business-and-economy/food/london-food-
board (except in those cases where information may be exempt from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act). Meetings are not held in public and are only open to those invited to 
attend by the Chair. 
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Claire Pritchard (Chair) Liam Weeks, Principal Policy Officer (minutes) 
Kemi Atijosan  
Dr Helen Crawley  
Professor Corinna Hawkes (job share) 
Anna Taylor 
Helen Evans 
Dr Melanie Smith 
Andrew Opie 

Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer 
Genevieve D’Souza, Senior Project and Policy 
Officer 
Jamie Izzard, Senior Manager – SMEs, Food 
& LEAP  
Ciara Litchfield, Project Officer, London Child 
Obesity Taskforce 
Alice Reeves, Urban Resilience Manager 
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1. Introductions, apologies and declarations of interest (Item 1) 
 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Dee Woods, Lindsay Boswell, Kath 

Dalmeny, Sarah Williams, Professor Tim Lang (job share with Professor Corinna 
Hawkes), Angela Malik, Jo Ralling, Tim Baker, Laura Wellesley and Melanie Smith. 

 

2. Chair’s update (Item 2) 
 
2.1 The Chair updated the group on the relevant meetings she has attended in her role 

as Chair since the previous meeting. This has included the 10th International Public 
Markets Conference, which took place between 6-8th June. As part of the conference, 
the Chair hosted international delegates on a tour of Brockley Market. The conference 
was attended by over 300 domestic and international experts and practitioners in 
markets, development, planning, health and placemaking. Delegates attended 
market tours, mobile workshops and panel discussions which focused on three 
overarching themes – impact, innovation and inclusion. The GLA’s Regeneration and 
Economic Development team will publish a read out from the conference and a short 
video summary of proceedings.  
 

2.2 The Chair also met with the new CEO of the Mayor’s Fund for London, Kirsty McHugh, 
to discuss the charity’s work and future of the Kitchen Social holiday provision 
programme. The charity is currently in the process of stepping back from delivery 
focused activities to reposition itself as a social mobility champion for London. In order 
to reflect this new vision, the Kitchen Social programme will adopt a more strategic 
approach, working closely with local authorities and delivery and evaluation partners 
to develop a national holiday provision framework and set of recommendations for 
the future of holiday provision in London.   
 

2.3 Following the publication of the London Assembly’s Environment Committee report, 
‘Farming in London’s Greenbelt’, GLA officers responded outlining the Mayor’s 
policies and plans to support peri urban farming and local food production. The Chair 
also met with Mark Walton, founder of Shared Assets, to scope and discuss a 
conference at City Hall focusing on the opportunity areas for peri-urban farming in 
London.  
 

2.4 DECISIONS: 
 

(a) Food policy officers to circulate invite and details of Shared Assets 
conference.  

 
2.5 The Chair has continued to attend the London Resilience Brexit Contingency Food 

Sub-Group, which has also been attended by officers in the GLA Food Team, other 
Board members and representatives of the hospitality and retail sectors. The group 
was established to explore the impacts of a no-deal Brexit on the supply and 
distribution of food, including impacts on vulnerable Londoners. The group will report 
to DEFRA, DCLG and the MHCLG on its work so far, including modelling the impact 
of an eight percent increase in food prices on vulnerable households and 
communities. 
 

https://www.mayorsfundforlondon.org.uk/kitchen-social-great-things-to-eat-and-do/
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/farminginlondonsgreenbelt.pdf
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2.6 Andrew Opie has supported a series of case studies for the Sub-Group’s work and 
organisations including Fareshare and Sustain will seek to attend weekly meetings 
with government ministers responsible for Brexit planning to take discussions forward 
relating to potential impacts upon the food aid sector and vulnerable communities. 

 

3. London Child Obesity Taskforce update (Item 3) 
 
3.1 Professor Corinna Hawkes, Vice Chair of the London Child Obesity Taskforce, 

informed members that the Taskforce will publish a call to action aimed at making it 
easier for London’s children to be a healthier weight in September.  
 

3.2 A vision and purpose document will be published in July alongside a series of profiles 
setting out the experiences of children facing barriers to healthy eating, physical 
activity and free drinking water. These profiles have been developed to change the 
narrative around child obesity and reflect a child centred approach. 
 

3.3 Following the publication of the Taskforce’s recommendations, members will engage 
stakeholders across London, the UK and international cities to share best practice 
and learning. London will host an international summit on child obesity in 2020 in 
partnership with organisations and initiatives including Bite Back 2030 and the 
Children’s Future Food Inquiry.   
 

3.4 DECISIONS: 
 

(b) Food policy officers to circulate London Child Obesity Taskforce vision and 
purpose document and other accompanying documents upon publication.  

 

4. London Markets Board update (Item 4) 
 
4.1 Helen Evans provided an update on the Mayor’s London Markets Board and the GLA 

Street and Covered Markets programme. 
 

4.2 Following the success of the 10th International Public Markets Conference in London, 
the Project for Public Spaces will support GLA Officers to publish an evaluation report 
to share with over 300 delegates who attended the conference. The GLA will also 
potentially host an event in the autumn to follow up with local authorities and help 
them share best practice.   
 

4.3 The conference allowed the Board to significantly expand its networks amongst local 
authorities and international markets, demonstrated the breadth and value of 
London’s markets as community assets to a much wider audience and underlined the 
contribution public markets make to the wider determinants of health. 
 

4.4 The London Food Strategy’s Implementation Plan has been shared with members of 
the Markets Board to identify synergies and broaden discussions on the social value 
of markets, skills gaps in the sector and waste management.  
 

4.5 The Mayor has announced development funding to support prospective Good Growth 
Fund applicants. Two market related projects have already been successful in 
receiving support to develop their proposals.   

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/health/londons-child-obesity-taskforce
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/childrens-future-food-inquiry/
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/implementation_plan_2018-2023.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/regeneration/funding-opportunities/good-growth-fund-supporting-regeneration-london#acc-i-48408
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/regeneration/funding-opportunities/good-growth-fund-supporting-regeneration-london#acc-i-48408
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5. London Boroughs Food Group update (Item 5) 
 
5.1 Dr Helen Crawley, Chair of the London Boroughs Food Group, provided an update 

on the meeting which took place on 20 June 2019.  
 

5.2 Following the announcement that Henry Dimbleby, Non-Executive Director at Defra, 
has been tasked with developing the first National Food Strategy in 75 years, 
members of the group will be consulted on their ideas and suggestions for the new 
strategy. This will feed into a year-long consultation with stakeholders and experts 
across the food system which will inform the strategy’s development before it is 
published in the form of a White Paper in early 2020.  
 

5.3 Standing agenda items included updates from London Food Link, the Soil 
Association, School Food Matters, PHE London and the Food Foundation.   
 

5.4 Nadia Chalabi presented on the work of Hackney Migrant Centre, a small charity 
providing advice and advocacy around immigration, housing and welfare issues to 
destitute and vulnerable individuals and families. The Centre’s school meals 
advocacy work supports the North East London Migrant Action’s (NELMA) campaign 
for all children to receive free school meals regardless of their immigration status.  
 

5.5 Lindsay Boswell, CEO of Fareshare, provided an overview of the charity’s operating 
model and the social value of surplus food. Fareshare London serves up to 1.67 
million meals to 23,540 people every year and over 200 charities in London regularly 
receive Fareshare deliveries. A warehouse and volunteer model allows Fareshare to 
deliver directly to settings including breakfast and lunch clubs, homeless hostels and 
refuges. These settings must offer wraparound support and referral services so that 
surplus food is used as a connector and is not institutionalised or seen as a long-term 
solution to food insecurity. Charities and community groups receiving Fareshare 
deliveries save between £7,900 and £40,000 a year in food costs and the charity 
recently secured a £2 million DEFRA grant to deliver a Food Waste Reduction Fund, 
which will be used to help make surplus redistributions more efficient for businesses.  
 

5.6 Enfield Council’s catering team outlined the steps they have taken to achieve a three-
star Sustainable Restaurants Association rating, using the Food Made Good 
framework to overhaul the Civic Centre’s food offer. The team have worked closely 
with Nick Stokes, found of Gourmet Goat, to implement policy and operational 
changes which have included using local suppliers, sourcing higher quality 
ingredients, replacing all plastic packaging with plant based compostable alternatives 
and adopting a circular economy to reduce food waste. The changes have enabled 
sustainability to be perceived as a positive opportunity and embraced across the 
council.  
 

5.7 WRAP updated the group on the progress of the TRiFOCAL London programme, 
which combines and communicates messaging on three key food behaviours: food 
waste recycling, food waste prevention and healthy, sustainable eating. As 75% of 
the food thrown away by the hospitality and food sector is edible, London’s 
households dispose 640,000 tonnes of edible food each year and the total waste 
management costs for London’s local authorities are forecast to increase by 30% in 
the next six years, the programme has engaged businesses, communities, schools 

https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/
https://nelmacampaigns.wordpress.com/
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and consumers. It has been delivered in eight boroughs, using a test and learn 
approach to refine messaging and activities, including out of home advertising, pop 
up markets, cookery courses and recipe cards. The programme is in its post-
evaluation phase a fourth phase will fund 12 boroughs to deliver concentrated one-
week campaign activities. 
 

5.8 The next meeting will take place in CR2 at City Hall between 14:00-16:00 on 
Thursday 12 September.  

 

6. The City Markets Relocation Programme (Item 6) 
 
6.1 Anna Dunne, Markets Programme Director at the City of London Corporation, 

presented on the proposal and plans to consolidate Billingsgate, Smithfield and New 
Spitalfields markets at the former Barking Reach Power Station site at Dagenham 
Dock.   
 

6.2 A strategic review identified some of the key challenges and opportunities for 
consolidation. The current sites are no longer fit for purpose due to capacity issues, 
the difficulties associated with retrofitting new technology to maintain food safety 
standards, rising service charges, limited space for expansion and the introduction of 
the ultra-low emission zone.  
 

6.3 In consultation with market tenants and key external stakeholders including the GLA, 
the former Barking Reach Power Station site was identified as the preferred option 
for consolidation. An initial public consultation will seek the views of all stakeholders 
on the proposal to consolidate the markets, the preferred site for relocation and the 
Corporation’s vision for the future role of the markets.   
 

6.4 The next phase of the relocation programme will be research based and scope the 
impact of changing food consumption patterns on markets, the importance of 
wholesale markets to London’s food resilience, the use of river and rail transport to 
support the markets, the potential to develop a culinary training academy, supply 
chain modelling of the markets and traffic simulations. It will also be imperative for 
the programme to increase its understanding of trader needs and support them 
throughout the relocation process.  
 

6.5 The relocation programme recognises the important contribution the markets make 
to London’s food resilience and the ability of communities to access a reliable supply 
of healthy, affordable, safe and culturally appropriate food. The programme will 
therefore help ensure the largest, consolidated wholesale market in the UK offers a 
diverse range of fresh, seasonal food, increases consumer choice and adapts to 
changing preferences, diversifies transport routes, engages local schools and 
embeds a skills and training offer.  
 

6.6 A new, consolidated market will also be built with sustainability at its core, 
encouraging the use of renewable energy, maximising circular economy opportunities 
and disincentivising unsustainable transport methods.  
 
 
 

https://wholesalemarkets.cityoflondon.gov.uk/markets/consultation/
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6.7 DECISIONS: 
 

(c) Food policy officers to circulate details of consultation on market 
consolidation to all Board members.   

 
7. No recourse to public funds (NRPF) and free school meals  
 
7.1 Nadia Chalabi, School Meals Advocate at the Hackney Migrant Centre, outlined the 

charity’s work providing advice and advocacy around immigration, housing and 
welfare issues to destitute and vulnerable individuals and families. The Centre’s 
school meals advocacy work is in support of North East London Migrant Action’s 
(NELMA) Free School Meals campaign. NELMA’s campaign calls for free school 
meals for all children regardless of their immigration status.  
 

7.2 There are estimated to be thousands of children living in London whose parents have 
the no recourse to public funds (NRPF) immigration status and are being excluded 
from applying for free school meals despite often living in extreme poverty and having 
low or very low food security.  
 

7.3 Currently, eligibility for free school meals depends on a child’s parent receiving one 
of a list of benefits. However, NRPF status means no access to almost all forms of 
mainstream benefits regardless of a person or family’s level of need. It is a condition 
placed on thousands of visas each year. 

 
7.4 As well as affecting those with physical and mental health issues, the elderly, those 

who cannot find work or those not allowed to work, NRPF affects children who are 
undocumented, children with the right to remain as well as a large number of British 
children. The children of single parents and families with NRPF are particularly 
vulnerable to the impacts of food insecurity given the low incomes and household 
budgets of those affected by NRPF.  
 

7.5 Over 50% of the children Hackney Migrant Centre supports and advocates for are 
living in families that have become homeless and had to resort to sofa surfing. This 
means they have to live and sleep wherever someone will have them for however 
long they will have them. It also means children are denied the same social 
opportunities, physical space, independence, levels of safety and access to healthy 
diets as their peers. Their parents may not have sufficient freedom or facilities to cook 
and prepare food. 
 

7.6 Whilst councils have a legal duty to protect homeless children including those with 
parents who have NRPF status by providing Section 17 accommodation, many lack 
the financial resources to meet the demand and the application process is long and 
complicated. 
 

7.7 Hackney Migrant Centre supports families with these applications and also writes to 
schools on behalf of children with NRPF to highlight their situation and request free 
school meals. Around 50% of schools are able to provide support and have to do so 
from their own budget given that Pupil Premium Funding is linked to free school meal 
eligibility.  
 

https://www.hackneymigrantcentre.org.uk/
https://nelmacampaigns.wordpress.com/
http://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/information/Pages/who-has-NRPF.aspx
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7.8 This situation and the demand in London which is being driven by an inadequate 
immigration and asylum process shows that the means tested free school meals 
programme is not reaching ineligible children who are living in extreme poverty and 
need them most.    
 

7.9 In London, three boroughs currently provide universal free school meals for all 
primary school students – Newham, Islington and Southwark. From September, 
Hammersmith & Fulham will provide universal free school breakfasts for all primary 
school pupils and pilot universal free school meals in two secondary schools from 
January 2020. 
 

7.10 However, not all local authorities can meet the needs of all children ineligible for free 
school meals who need them. These children include those whose parents have 
NRPF, those whose family are receiving Universal Credit but have a total household 
income of over £7,400 per year from work and cannot apply for free school meals, 
and those who are earning above the threshold for benefits but still cannot afford to 
meet the cost of living.  
 

7.11 The Children’s Future Food Inquiry, Child Poverty Action Group and Children’s 
Society are all working to highlight the issues associated with NRPF. NELMA’s focus 
is campaigning for universal free school meals which would help remove stigma and 
ensure every child in need of a healthy, balanced meal receives one at school. 

 
8. Date of next meeting 
 
8.1 20th September 2019 – 2pm 
 
11. Close of meeting 

 

 
Contact Officer:  Liam Weeks, Principal Policy Officer, 

Telephone:    0207 983 4021 

Email:   liam.weeks@london.gov.uk 

 

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/articles/news/2019/06/more-free-school-meals-our-war-food-poverty
mailto:liam.weeks@london.gov.uk

