
 

 

MINUTES  
 

Meeting:  London Food Board  
Date:  Friday 15 June 2018  
Time:  10.00 am  
Place:  Woolwich Common 

Community Centre, London, 
SE18 4DW  

 
Agendas and minutes of the meetings of the London Food Board and its subordinate bodies are 
published at https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/business-and-economy/food/london-food-
board (except in those cases where information may be exempt from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act). Meetings are not held in public and are only open to those invited to 
attend by the Chair. 
 
 

Present: 
 

Members: 

 
 

 
GLA Officers: 

Claire Pritchard (Chair) Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer 
Tim Baker    
Kemi Atijosan                                              
Dr Helen Crawley  
Dr Melanie Smith 
Laura Wellesley  
Professor Corinna Hawkes (job share) 
Angela Malik 
Jo Ralling 
Dee Woods 

Liam Weeks, Senior Project and Policy Officer 
(minutes) 
Jamie Izzard, Senior Manager, SMEs, Food 
and LEAP 

   
  
  

 
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA  
Enquiries: 0207 983 5754 https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/business-and-
economy/food/london-food-board 
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1. Introductions, apologies and declarations of interest (Item 1) 
 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Andrew Opie, Lindsay Boswell, Helen 

Evans, Minette Batters, Kath Dalmeny, Sarah Williams, Ufi Ibrahim, Professor Tim 
Lang (job share with Professor Corinna Hawkes), Anna Taylor and Minette Batters. 

 
1.2 No declarations of interest were made. 
 

2. Chair’s update (Item 2) 
 
2.1 The Chair updated the group on the relevant meetings she has attended in her role 

as Chair since being appointed. This has included a meeting with Helen Evans, 
Director of Business Development at New Covent Garden Market, member of the 
London Food Board and co-chair of the London Markets Board, to discuss the 
definition of markets, importance of wholesale markets, the role developers should 
play in supporting new markets, sharing best practice and routes for young marketers 
to help address an ageing sector.  
 

2.2 The Chair, accompanied by Anna Taylor and Jo Ralling, took an Indian delegation to 
the Clink Restaurant at HMP Brixton where offenders work towards City & Guilds 
NVQs in Food Preparation, Food Service and Customer Service, leading to 
employment in the UK hospitality industry upon release. It highlighted some of the 
work taking place to fill the skills deficit in the culinary sector and the role the London 
Food Board can play going forwards to support skills and training opportunities in the 
catering, retail, hospitality and horticultural sectors.  
 

2.3 The Chair has also met with Tim Smith, Advisor to Tesco CEO Dave Lewis, to discuss 
the Mayor’s recent commitment to champion UN Sustainable Development Goal 
12.3. The commitment targets a 50% reduction in food waste per head by 2030 and 
could unlock potential funding streams for related work in London. A collaboration 
with Guys and St Thomas’ Charity to pilot interventions to improve the retail 
environment in Southwark and Lambeth was also discussed. 
 

2.4 The Chair will meet the Greater London Authority’s (GLA) partnerships team to 
explore promoting opportunities for women in the food sector and celebrating 
successes with potential links to the Mayor’s ‘Behind Every City’ campaign.  
 

2.5 Given the press coverage and profile of the draft London Food Strategy, members 
were urged to consider any conflicts that may arise as a result of the strategy’s 
priorities and objectives. The Chair outlined the Nolan principles, a set of ethical 
standards expected of those holding public office, as an example of best practice. 
 

2.6 DECISIONS: 
 

(a) LW to share link to markets map and I Love Markets website with members.  
 

(b) Food policy officers to draft and circulate guidance defining principles of 
office for members to sign and follow.  
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(c) Members to inform Chair and food policy officers of any meetings they hold 
in their role as Board members to ensure they receive a brief or steer on 
relevant issues.  
 

3. Boroughs Food Group update (Item 3) 
 
3.1 Following the appointment of Claire Pritchard as Chair of the London Food Board, 

Helen Crawley had assumed the role of Chair of the Boroughs Food Group.   
 

3.2 At a meeting on 13 June, Croydon presented their Food Poverty Action Plan, which 
had formed part of a legacy plan through which Croydon had developed a Healthy 
Weight Action Plan, launched a Sugar Smart campaign, signed the local government 
declaration on sugar reduction and healthier food and been one of the boroughs 
taking part in the Healthy Early Years London programme.  
 

3.3 The London Independent Living Service (LILS) also outlined their social enterprise 
model providing good food and a package of care service for vulnerable older groups 
to tackle malnutrition and social isolation. Hackney updated on the progress of their 
Sugar Smart campaign and Trees for Cities presented their Edible Playgrounds 
programme, which supports schools to design, build and sustain growing spaces. 
 

3.4 The next meeting would be used to map which boroughs were not currently engaging 
in conjunction with the annual Good Food for London and Beyond the Food Bank 
publications.   
 

3.5 DECISIONS: 
 

(a) In her capacity as the Board’s London Councils representative, Melanie 
Smith to support an approach to engage boroughs not currently attending 
the Boroughs Food Group.  

 
4. Introduction to Greenwich Cooperative Development Agency and 

partners presentations (Item 3) 
 
4.1 The Chair presented the work of the Greenwich Cooperative Development Agency 

(GCDA) and introduced colleagues to talk about their involvement in food projects 
that support the local community by improving access to healthy, affordable food.  
 

4.2 Established in 1982, GCDA now provides training to over 1,000; including start-up 
food businesses, and free Community Cookery Clubs, alongside other projects; 
holiday meal provision services and four local authority public health contracts. These 
contracts encompass activity ranging from delivering the Healthier Catering 
Commitment and establishing Sustainable Food Cities partnerships to physical 
activity and mental health programmes. GCDA embeds sustainable values in all 
aspects of its delivery and business training courses, including the London Living 
Wage, animal welfare standards and food waste reduction targets. 
 

4.3 GCDA colleagues outlined other initiatives that are delivered including a programme 
working with early years settings and children’s centres to increase their supply of 
fresh fruit and vegetables in areas where physical access to affordable, healthy food 
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is poor. At the Woolwich Common Community Centre, GCDA uses food as an anchor 
to engage the local community and hosts refugee drop in services, community feasts 
using surplus food, gardening programmes and a range of other activity classes. 
 

4.4 GCDA has developed a ‘Plenty’ range of affordable, healthy ready meals which were 
sold at local markets and helped relieve the pressures on time and finance that many 
families and individuals face when making food choices. The Community Centre’s 
commercial kitchen was also used to provide accredited training and skills for local 
young people. 

 

5. London Food Strategy: Consultation update (Item 4) 
 
5.1 Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer, attended the C40 Food Systems Network and 

EAT Initiative conference in Stockholm in June, representing London as one of 15 
cities invited to attend. The draft London Food Strategy was well received by other 
network members and had strengthened links between London and policy teams in 
New York and Toronto in particular.  
 

5.2 The Chair joined fellow members Anna Taylor and Sarah Williams as well as Mark 
Ainsbury to appear before the London Assembly Environment Committee on June 
14th for a scrutiny session on the draft strategy. As a result of the session, the 
Environment Committee would submit a consultation response.  
 

5.3 Food policy officers had attended a number of different meetings during the 
consultation to present the draft strategy’s priorities, objectives and commitments. 
These had included the first London Markets Board meeting, Sustainable Food Cities 
partnership meetings in Greenwich and Lewisham, an SDG2 Advocacy Hub 
workshop, a Food Poverty Stakeholders Summit in Islington and a Food Secure 
Summit in Barnet. These meetings had allowed officers to engage a broad range of 
networks and stakeholders in the consultation process.  
 

5.4 Following the close of the consultation on Thursday 5th July, food policy officers will 
work with externally appointed consultants and the GLA Intelligence team to code 
and analyse every individual and stakeholder organisation response. Officers will use 
this process to write a consultation response report which will inform any changes 
made to the final strategy. Officers will also draft an implementation plan to launch 
alongside the final strategy. This will allow for the effective monitoring and evaluation 
of commitments and targets associated with the final strategy.  

 
5.5 DECISION: 
 

(a) Food policy officers to send consultation reminder to Board members one 
week before close of consultation with links to the Talk London platform, 
stakeholder organisation survey and details on how to respond by email.  
 

(b) Members to engage as many networks as possible in the final days of the 
consultation and encourage them to respond.  

 
 
 

http://www.sdg2advocacyhub.org/chefmanifesto
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6. Food Programme update (Item 6) 
 
6.1 Food policy officers informed members that the 2018/19 budget for the Food 

Programme has been approved and outlined the programme strands funding will 
support.  
 

6.2 The Food Programme will continue to support the Capital Growth programme in its 
tenth year, the Mayor’s Fund for London Kitchen Social programme, the Healthier 
Catering Commitment and the annual publication of Sustain’s Good Food for London 
and Beyond the Food Bank reports. New elements of the programme include support 
for five boroughs to develop good food retail plans and research to measure London’s 
food resilience in partnership with the London Climate Change Partnership and 
Chatham House. 
 

6.3 As the Food Programme evolves each year, food policy officers will work to align 
various elements with priorities within the London Food Strategy’s Implementation 
Plan.  
 

6.4 DECISION: 
 
(a) Food policy officers will circulate the details of events connected to the 

Food Programme so that members can remain informed of its scope and 
breadth. 

 

7. ‘Survey of Londoners’: Food Insecurity measure (Item 8) 
 
7.1 The GLA Intelligence Team had set aside funding to include a measure of food 

insecurity in an annual London survey. The UK government does not currently 
measure household food insecurity.  
 

7.2 It has been widely concluded that the number of food bank users is not a good proxy 
for the numbers living in food insecurity. Data from a 2014 Gallup World Poll indicated 
that 17 times more people lived in food insecure households than those who lived in 
households receiving food from Trussell Trust foodbanks. 
 

7.3 A number of metric options have been considered including the USDA’s Household 
Food Security Module and United Nations’ Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES). 
Either measurement could easily be added to existing survey instruments.  
 

7.4 The work aligns with the Mayor’s commitment in the draft London Food Strategy to 
“undertake research to support the development of long-term solutions to the causes 
and impacts of food insecurity, including how we can measure its prevalence”.  
 

8. Date of next meeting 
 
8.1 14th September 2018 – 10am 
 
11. Close of meeting 
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Contact Officer:  Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer,  

Telephone:    0207 983 5754 

Email:   mark.ainsbury@london.gov.uk 

 

mailto:mark.ainsbury@london.gov.uk

